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TO THE 
Right Worſhipful 


Sr RozterT Vinek 


Knight and Baronet. 


STI R, 


\V Ere You 


one of that 
fort of Men, who 
value themſelves 
by the Bag; or the 
Acre: 


The EPISTLE 


Acre.it might poſ- 
fibly be thought 
rather an Aftronr, 
than a Dedication 
[| ro prefix your 
Name to this 
Treatiſe. F - {ince 
it 1s purpolely 1n- 
— 6 = 
down the Price of 
the V Vorld, and 
if  To-expole its admi- 
red Vanities to 
l ” publick contempr, 
| choſe ſordid Spi- 


i x 
| rits, 


| 


DEDICATORY. 


rits, who have no. 
other worth to 
commend them., 
but what 1s ſum- 
med up 1n their 
yearly Revenues, 
would interpret 
ſuch an Addrels, 
| not {ſo mucha ten- 
derofReſpectand 
Service, as a De- 
{ign to undo and 
beggar them. Bur, 
Sir, to you, whom 
God hath doubly 

A3 bleſt 


The EPISTLE + 


bleſt with a large 
Eſtate.and a larger 
Heart, I doubtnor 
but this Piece will 


be very accepta- | 


ble; if upon no o- 
ther account, yet 
at leaſt as the per- 
uſal of it may be 
helpful to you to 
ſtrip off, and as 1t 
were, to ſequeſter 
all your worldly 
Advantages, that 


you may the ber-. 


rer 
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ter take an efti- 
mate of. your ſelf 
according to your 
Native and Genu- 
ine Worth;bothras 
a Man;'and. as'a 
Chriſtian: - 
lam nor{ſo much 
a Cynick, as» to 
lead for aftected 
overty, and a dif- 
dainful rejecting 
the Gifts of Divine 
Providence. Such 
2 moroſe & fowre 
A 4. Pride, 


is "Fi — F'PIS 'E T7 'R x 
W 2 b oo a 7 
6 +. o ” - \. = *_ c- 


Pride,!] judg wor- | 


thy to be chattis'd, ; 
-not; only :with-the 


cen{lure of Vanity, 


but Impiety:.VVe 


need . mot ſhelter . 


our ſelves under 


any.: © Monaſtick | 
Vow; . nor fly to * 


'Deſerts and Soli- 


tudes, ito hide us 


from the Atlnre- 


FF" 


ments - of the 
World: :F has 1sto 
runaway fromthat | 


Enemy 
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Enemy whom we 

ought to conquer, 
Certainly Religt- 
on: allows: us the 
poſleſs10n of earth- 
1y-Comforts ; only 
1tregulatesthe uſe, 
and. forbids the in- 
ordinate love of 
them. V Ve may 
prize them as 
Comforts; but nor 
as Treaſures: And 
white we 1mploy 
a due part of our 
? Abun- 


© The EPISTLE | 


Abundance in the 
works of a gene- 
rous Charity, and 
true Piety, we may 
well look upon 
what 1s left, .4s a 
Salary that God 
gives us for being 
faithful Stewards 
of the reſt. Thus 
to ule the world 
for the Intereſts of 
Heaven, to make 
its Enjoyments'tri- 
butrary to God's 
Glory, 


DEDICATORY. 


—. 


mmpumpetly 


Glory.1t 1s to con- 
vert and proſelite 
it; and turn. that 
into an Offering, 
which others make 
an Idol. By this 
we give Earth a 
Translation ; and 
in a nobler ſence 
than the new Sy- 
{teme of Aſtrono- 
my teacheth, ad- 
vance it to be a 
Star, and a Cele- 
{tal Body. And 

by 


——_— 
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$4 


The EPISTLE 


COECIpre e ———_z 


by this Method, 
we change thoſe 
Helps that Vice 
had to make it ſelf 
prodigious and 1n- 
famous, into: the 
moſt ' {{erviceable 
Inſtruments thar 
Veertue can have 
to make itſelf con- 
ſpicuous and ex- 
emplary. _ For 
VVealth and Ho- 


nour 1n a vertuous 


Perſon. are like the 


wel- 


DEDICATORY. 


well-ſetting of a Jem; 
which, though it makes 
it--not - more precious, 
makes it more ſpark- 
ling.” gp 


But, Sir, I forget 
my ſelf, and inſtead 
of vvriting a Letter, 
am vvriting a Treatiſe, 
I thall make no other 
Apology for it, but 
that the Book being 
deſigned againſt Va- 

nity, 


The EPISTLE 
nity, vvould not have 
the Dedication of it 
guilty of that common 
and notorious One, to 
be fill'd enly vvith 
Complements. And 
| hope you vvill not 
chink it any thing of 
that ſtrain, when I (hall 
aflure you that ry 
Prayers to God for 
you are, that you may 
ill enjoy all advama- 
ges of doing good here 


ON. 
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on Earth, and hereaf- 
ter receive the Reward 
of itin Heaven, 


Your moſt humble, 


and moſt obliged 


_ 
Feb. 1. 
1668, Servant, 


 Exek, Hophins. 
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THE 


VANITY 


OF THE 


WORLD: 


Eccleſiaſtes 1.2. 
Vanity of Vanities, ſaith the 
Preacher, Vanity of Vanities, 
all s Yanty. 


H E Preacher here 
mentioned, is no leſs 
2 Perſon than Solo- 


2108 ; and this whole Book is 
B no 


Lhe Uanicy 


_— 


no other than his Recantation 
Sermon. The Text he preach'd 
on, is the ſame that I have cho- 
ſen; and it contains the true 
and ſevere Judgment he paſt 
upon all things under the Sun. 
Certainly, he ,who had Rt- 
a) 1 Kings ches as plentiful as the (a) Stones 
ph of the Street ; and Wiſdom as 
b) 1 Kings large 4s the Sand of the (b) Sea, 
+29 could want no Advantages, 
either to try Experiments, or 

draw Concluſions from them. 

c) Ecclel.1. And yet, when he had ( c) em- 
16,17 ployed both, in the critical 
{earch of true Happineſs, and 
Contentment, and had diflec- 
ted and ranſacked the whole 
World to find it, He returns 
diſappointed of his Hopes,and 
tired with his Purſuit, and 
begins the ſad Narrative of his 
| long 
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long Wandrings and Errors, 
with Yanity of Vanities, all is 
Vanity. 

The whole VYerle is loaden 
with Emphales : And it is firſt 
obſervable, That he doth nor 
glide into it, by any ſmooth 
connexion of Sence, or Sen- 
rences ; but on a ſudden 
breaks upon us, with a ſurpri- 
{ing abruptnels. Vanity of Ya- 
nities, Which ſhews a Mind 
{o full of Matter, that it could 
not attend the Circumſtance 
of a Prologue to uſher it in. 

Again ; it is all expreſt in 
the Abſtract. It ſufficed not 
to cenſure all things to be 
vain, bur they are Yanity it 
ſelf. 

And this Abſtra& hath a- 


nother heapt upon it, Vanity 


\ 
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of Vanities. Now this reflexi- 
on of the ſame word upon ir 
ſelf, is alway uſed to fignify 
the height and greatnels of 
the thing exprelt, as Kmg of 
Kmes, and Lord of Lords, de- 
notes the higheſt King, and 
the moſt ablolute Lord. So 
here Vanity of Vanities inti- 
mates to us the moſt exceed- 
ing Superlative Vanity imagt- 
nable. 

Again ; this 1s not only once 
pronounced, bur doubled and 
repeated: partly the more to 
confirm this Truth to our be- 
lief; and thus Pharaoh's Dream 
was * doubled : and partly the 
more to1imprint it upon our 
conſideration. Yanity of Vani- 
ties, Vanity of Vanities, all is 
Vanty, 

But 
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Bur though this be expreſt 
in molt general and compre- 
henſive terms, yet it muſt not 
be taken in the utmoſt lati- 
tude, as if there were nothing 
At all of ſolid and real good 
extant, Ir 1s enough if we 
underſtand the words in alence 
reſtrained to the ſubject mat- 
ter whereof he here treats. 


For the wiſe Man * himlfe}t *Ecclcſrr2. 


exempts the Fear and Service of 
God, from that Vanity under 
which he had concluded all 
other things. God and Relt- 
g10n haveinthem a ſolid and 
{lubſtantial Good, the one as 
our urmoſt End and Happi- 
neſs, the other as the beſt 
| proportioned Means to attain 
it. 


B 2 When 


It EIS,” og nr noe —IP==== 


Lh? vanity 

When therefore he pro- 
nouncerh all to be Vanity, ir 
muſt be meant of all worldly 
and earthly things; for he 
ipeaks only of thele, And if 
we enquire what thele worlal 
Things are, that have this cen- 
ſure of Vanity lo vehemently 
paſt upon them, Saint John 
hath drawn up a full and true 
Inventory of all the Goods thar 
are to be found in this great 
Houſe of the Univerle, 1 John 
2.16. All that is im the World, 
z5 the Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt 
of the Eye, and the Pride of Life. 
The Luits of the Fleſh, are the 
Pleaſures of the World ; which 
are all of them luited to gra- 
tity the ſenſual and flethly 
part of Man. The Liſts of 
the Eye, are Riches; lo called, 
be- 


_— 
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becauſe their greatelt fervice- 
ableneſs is only to make a 
glictering and dazling ſhew. 
Which lence Solomon approves, 
Ecclel. 5. 11. What good i 
there to the Owners thereof , 
ſave the beholding them with 
their Eyes * The Pride of Life 
is Honour and Dignity, that 
Hatulent and airy Notion, that 
pufts up Mens Pride and Vain- 
glory, and makes them look 
upon their Interiors, as though 
they were not their Fellow- 
Creatures. This is all that 
the World can fhew, Pleaſures, 
Riches, Honours, and this is 
thar All concerning which the 
wiſe Man pronounceth that it 
is Vamty. 
For theſe things, tho the 

make a fair and gaudy ſhew, 


D 4 yet 


Lhe Uanity 


yet it is all but ſhew and ap- 
pearance. As Bubbles blown 
into the Air,wil repreſent great 
variety of Orient and Glitter- 
ing Colours, not ( as ſome 


{uppole) that there are any 


luch really there, but only. !' 


they appear ſo to us, through 
a falie reflexion of Light caft 
upon them:{o truly this World, 
this Earth on which we live, is 
nothingelle but a great Bubble 
blown up by the Breath of God 
inthe midſt of the Air where it 
now hangs. It ſparkles with 
ren thouſand Glories ; not that 
they are {o in themſelves, but 
only they ſeem lo to us tho- 
rough the falle Light, by which 
we look upon them. If we 
come to graſp it, like a thin 
Film, it breaks, and leaves no- 

thing 
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thing but Wind and Diſap- 
pointment in our Hands: as 
Hiſtories report of the Fruits Tacit. Hiſt. 
that grow near the Dead Sea, 1. 5- 

| Fumum ex- 
where once Sodom and G omor- j,z,,; fo 
rah ſtood, they appear very riſcunt in 
fair and beautiful ro the Eye, ——_— 
bur if they be cruſh'd, curn Joſeph. An- 
ſtraight ro Smoak and Aſhes, quit. 1.5. 

The Subje& which I have” 7 

propounded to diſcourſe of, is 
this Vanity of the World, and 
of all things here below ; that 
being hereof convinced, we 
may defiit our vain purſuit of 
vain Obje&s, and may ſet our 
Aﬀections on thoſe things 
which are Above, which are 
the alone valuable, becaulc 
the only permanent and [table 
Good. Whence is it that we 
are become fo degenerate, 


_—___A*C 
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that we, who have immortal 
and heaven-born Souls, ſhould . 
ſtake them down to thele pe- 
riſhing Injoyments ? Whence 
is it, that we, who ſhould ſoar 
aloft unto God, and were to 
that end firted with the fleer | 
Wings of Meditation and At- | 
fections, to cut through the 
Heavens in an inſtant, and to 
appear there before the Throne 
of the great God, that we 
ſhould lie here groveling in 
the thickClay and muck of this 
World,as it the Serpent's Curle 


' were become ours, to creep up- 


on our Bellies, and to lick up the 
Duſt of the Farth? Do we not 
ſhametully degrade our elves, 
when we ltoopto admire what 
is fo vaſtly below us, and bar- 
ter away our precious Souls, 
Souls 


of the U921D. 
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Souls more worth than ten 
- thouſand Worlds, only to gain 
{ome ſmall part of one ? Cer- 
rainly the God of this World 
hath blinded Mens Eyes, and 
caſt a ſtrange mult betorechem, 
that they cannot dilcern, what 
' is moſt evident and obvious, 
even the inſtability and vanity 
of all ſublunary Enjoyments. 
1 hat I may therefore contri- 
bute ſomewhat to ſcatter this 
Mitt, I ſhall endeavour to re- 
preſent to you the native and 
genuine Vanity that is in all 
earthly things, free from that 
deceittu] Varniſh, which the 
Devilujually purs upon them 
and {o to deform, and wound 
that great Sorcerer, that his 
charms may have no more 
Power to prevail over you. 


T ” 
Now, 


a Lhe Uanity 


Now, that we may rightly 
proceed in rhis, I ſhall premiſe 
thele two or three things. 


IL. Firſt; There is nothing in 
the World vain in reſpect of its | 
natural Being. Whatloever | 
God hath made, 1s, in its kind 
good, And lo the great Crea- 
cor pronounced of them, when 
he took a ſurvey of all the 
Works of his Hands. Gen. t. 
31. God ſaw every thing that he 
had made, and behold it was very 
good, There is a molt harmo- 
nious Order and Beauty 1n all | 
the Creation, and every part 
of it. And therefore Solomon 
mult not be here ſo interpre- 
ted, as if he diſparaged the 
Works of God in pronouncing 

them 
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them all Vanity. Certainly he 
doth not libel his Creator, nor 
upbraid him as though he had 
filled the World only with 
vain Toys and Trifles. If we 
regard the wonderful Arrtifice 
and Wildom that {hines forth 
in the Frame of Nature, we 
cannot have lo unworthy A 
thought, either of the World 
it (elf, or of God who made 
It. 

V jew the Sun (next unto 
} God) the great Father of +Jam.1.17. 
Lights, View the numerous 
Aſſembly of the Stars; ob- 
{erve their Influences, their 
Courles, and Meaſures. Ts it 
a vain or impertinent thipg,to 
{pread forth the Heavens, and 
to bear out a Path for every 
one of theſe to walk in! The 
Air, 


Ihe Uanitp 


Air, that thin and ſubtil Vail _ 
that God hath (ſpread over the 
Face of Nature; the Earth, 
thar God hath pois'd in the 
midit of the Air, and the 
whole Univerle in the midſt 
of a vaſt and boundleſs No- | 
thing: The great Sea, whole | 
proud Waves God binds in 
with a Girdle of Sand ; and 
checks its rage by a Body al- 
moſt as unletled and roling as 
it (elf : The various kinds of 
Creatures that God governs 
by a wonderful Oeconomy ; the _ 
reat Family of brute Beaſts, | 
which God brings up and edu- | 
cates without diſorder ; but. 


eſpecially Man, the Lord and 


 Chiet of the World.that knot 


that God hath tied between 


Heaven and Earth,that Sacred 
Band + 


"IF 
—— 
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Band of Time with Eternity: 
If we conſider the Frame and 
compolure of all theſe things 
in themſelves, or their uletul- 
neſs and ſublerviency unto us, 
we {hall be lo far from brand- 
ing them with Vanity, that un- 
leſs our Contemplations lead 
us from natural things to the 


great God who formed them, 


we might rather fear leſt their 
Beauty and Excellency ſhould 
inviegle us, as it did the Hea- 
then, to look no farther for a 
Deity, but worſhip them as 
Gods. 


Secondly ; There is nothing 
vain in reſpe&t of God the 
Creator. He makes his Ends 
out of all, for they all glorify 
him according to their ſeveral 

Ranks 


Il. 
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Ranks and Orders ; and to ra- 
tional and conliderate Men, are 
molt evident Demonſtrations 
of his infinite Being, Wiſdom, 
and Power. In which ſenſe the 


"Eons fe 
E019-2/248 A oltle tells us, Rom. 1. 2O, 


ad 


—m—_— — Inviſible Things of God are + 


TD. Tg Y,AMN'G 


Tr 0920 clearly ſeen, being underſtood by | 


You TEITAAN. 


Czvor7s Os the things which are made, even 


ev <4 R 
x9) ck x6: bis Eternal Power and Godhead. 


@5 E71% Ht- God hath compoled Wo 


7:4: Plur. de 


placiris phi- Books,by the diligent itudy-of | 


los. c. 6. 


knowledg of Himſelf ; the 
Book of the Creatures, and the 
Book of the Scriptures. "The 
Fook of the Creatures is writ- 


ten in thole great Lerters of 
Heaven and Earth, the Air and + 


Sea, and by theſe we may ſpell 
out ſomewhat of God. He 
made them for ourlnſtruction, 


which we may attain to the | 


A ens ow 


as 


P* —_ 
LH 
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4s well as for our Service. The 
leaſt and vileſt of them read 
us Le&tures of his Glorious At- 
tributes ; nor is itany Abſurdi- 
ty to ſay, That as they are all 
the Works of his Mouth, ſo 
they are all the Words of his 
Hand. Indeed, this Knowledg 
that the Creatures give us of 
the Creator, cannot ſuffice to 


make us happy, tho it may be 


ſufficient to make us (a) inex- 4) Rom. 1. 


culable. We could never have 
colle&ted from them thoſe 
myſteriousDiſcoveries of God, 
which the Scriptures exhibit, 
and which are ſo neceſſary to 
our eternal Bliſs. For what 
Signature is there ſtampt upon 
any of the Creatures of a Tri- 
nity in Unity ; of the Erernal 
Generation, or Temporal In- 

C carna- 


The Uanity 
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carnation of the Son of God ? 
What Creature could have in- 
formed us of our firſt Fall,and 
Guilt contracted by it 2 Or 
where can we find the Copy 
of the Covenant of Works, or 
of Grace printed upon any of | 
the Creatures ? All the great 
Sages of the World, tho they 
were Nature's Secretaries, and 
ranſackt its abſtruſeſt Secrets, 

et all their Learning and 
Knowledg could never dil[co- 
ver that Sacred Myſtery of a 
Crucified Saviour. Thele are 
Truths which Nature and 
Reaſon are ſo far from find- | 
ing out, that they can ſcarce 


: (b) receive them when diſco- 


vered. And therefore God 
hath manifeſted them to us by 
the Light and Revelation of 

the 


TETRIS  ———_—_—_— 
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the Holy Scriptures, But yet 
ſo much of God as belongs to 
thoſe two great Titles of Crea- 
ror and Governor of the 
World, our Reaſon may col- 
le& from created and viſible 
Things, running up their Con- 
ſequences, till they are all re- 
ſolved into the firſt Cauſe and 
Origine of all, 


Thirdly, Therefore, All the 
Vanity that is in worldly 
things, is only in reſpect of 
the {1n and folly of Man, For 


thoſe things are ſaid to be 


Vain, which neither do, nor 
can perform what we expect 
from them. Our great Ex- 
peQation is Happineſs, and 
our great Folly is that we think 


17 


111. 


ro obtain it by the enjoyments | 


C 3 of 
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of this World. This makes 
Men purſue Pleaſures, hoard 
up Riches, court Honours and 
Preferments, becauſe they look 
with an over-weening conceit 
on thele things, as ſuch as can 
make them truly happy. 
Whereas to ſeek for Happi- 
neſs among thele worldly 
things, is bur to ſeek the living 
among the dead: yea, it 1s 
bur to ſearch for Happineſs a- 
mong thole things which are 
the very Root and Occaſion 
of all our Miſery. They are 
- ) Tzcxz; 3 All of them leaky and broken 
e706 Ciſterns, and cannot hold this | 
vs Joxers living Water, (c) This is it 
7 rere & 7 which makes them charged 


Tau Th UN, 


e 7: s- with Vanity, becauſe in our 
Cav x, apdag- 
7 Epic.aud perverted Phancy, we look 
Laert. invita 


E1izni, upon them as ſtable, perma- 
nent, 
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nent, and. ſatisfactory, fix 

them as our Journeys End, 

which ought only ro be u- 

ſed by us in our Paſlage, 

and expe much more q) 4. dw, 

from them than they can CE 
OMy.t.l. 


yield : And ſo indeed the Va- /; jr ng 
nity is not {o much theirs as 12. 9.11.16 


Ours. - 
; 3.4.4 
There are ſome things (as 4rim.4.1.4. 


(d) S. 4uſtm and the (e) Schools -_ 


from him do well diſtinguiſh) ;,,4 5. 
which muſt be only enjoyed, f)Frm oft a- 


other things that muſt be on- — 


ly uſed. To (f) enjoy, is to proprer ſeip- 
cleave to an Object by Love//": _ 
for its own ſake ; and this be- 1. ..c. hs 
longs only to God. What we 8) Ut: a«- 


tem quod in 
(2) ule, we refer to the ob- 5... 


raining of what we delire to ric ad id 
| - : - quod amas 
enjoy ; And this belongs to 7"; > 


the Creatures. So that we referre. 74. 
C 3 ought #4: 
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peas ought to (þ) ule the Creatures, 
Js, nm fru- Dat we may arrive at the 
endum, ut Creator : We may ſerve our 
go ., ſelves of them, but we muſt 
que fafta alone enjoy him. . 

_ _— | Now that which makes the 
*-u dren whole World become Vanity, | 
poralibs 4- 15 when we break this order of 
114. Aug, ſe and Fruition; when we ſer 
ibid. up any particular created 
Good as our End and Happi- 
neſs, which ought only to be 
uſed as a means to attain it, 
All things in the World are in 
themſelves good; but when we 
propound them as the great- 
eſt and higheſt Crood that we 
expect fatisfaftion from, this 
turns them all into Vanity ; 
and fo every thing beſides 


God, becomes nothing. 


And 
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And thus we havea brief 
account whence proceeds this 
Vanity of the World, not from 
the nature of things, but from 
thoſe vain hopes and expecta- 
tions we build upon them, for 
that happineſs which they can- 
not aftord. | 


It remains therefore to dil- 
play before you this Vanity of 
the World, in ſome more re- 
markable Particulars : Where- 
of take theſe following In- 
ſtances. 


Firſt; The Vanity of the 
World appears in this, That all 
ics Glory and Splendor de- 
pends meerly upon Opinion 
and Phancy, Itisnot io much 
what things are, as what we 

C4 aC- 
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account them,that makes them 
Good or Evil : And what can 
be vainer than that which 
borrows its worth from {o 
vain and fickle a thing as our 

Quantum a- Eſtimation 2 And therefore 

pud nos ind:- : 

cis margari- We find the things of the 

rs pretinmn World rated diverſly, accord- 

Fantum +» =; 
nd Jada, Ing to the eſteem that Men 
5n curalio, have of them. What were 


ws Calf =_ Gold and Silver, had nor Mens 


centivm con- Phancy ſtampt upon them an 
_ . _ excellency far beyond their 
10. 32. | 4 , 

Ger, Bi. natural uſefulneſs? This great 


zoni ddl Idol of the World was of no_ 
own value among thoſe barbarous | 
| Nations, where abundance | 
made it vile. They preferred | 
Glaſs and Peads betore it, and 
made that their Treaſure, 
which we make our Scorn. 
They deſpiſe our Riches, and 
| _ We 
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* we theirs, and true Reaſon 
' willtell us, that both the one 
and the other are in them- 
ſelves alike deſpicable ; and 
it is only phancy that puts ſuch 
an immodeſt and extravagant 
price upon them, far above 
- their natural worth. Should 
- the whole World conſpire to- 
gether to depole Gold and 
Silver from that ſoveraignty 
they have uſurped over us,they 
might for ever lie hid in the 
Bowels of the Earth, e're their 
true uſefulneſs would entice 
any to the pains and hazard 
of digging them out into the 
Light. Indeed the whole uſe 
of what we lo much dote up- 
on, is meerly phantaſtical ; 
and to make our lelves needy, 
we have invented an artificial 


kind 
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kind of Riches : 


which are no 


more neceſlary to the Service ' 
of Sober Nature, than Jewels ' 


and Bracelets were to that 
* lian.» Plane-tree which ® Xerxes ſo 


c.14 ridiculouſly adorned. And al- 
tho we eagerly puriue theſe ; 


things, and count our ſelves | 


poor and indigent without * 
them ; yer poſſibly right Rea- | 


{on will dictate, That they are | 
no more adedful to us, than | 


to brute or ſenſleſs Creatures ; 
and that it would be alcogerher | 
as ridiculous for a Man to be. 
deck'd with them, as for a Beaſt 
or Plant, were it but as un- | 
common. Thele precious tri- | 
fles, when they are hung about +. 


us, 


pt 


make no more enkas to © 


the warmth or defence of the - 
Body, than if they were hung 


upon | 


Pe 
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upon a Tree they could make 
its Leaves more verdant, or 


its ſhade more re- 
freſhing. . * Doth any 
Man lie the ſofter, be- 
cauſe his Bed-polts are 
ollt ? Doth his Meat 
and Drink reliſh the 
better, becauſe ſerv'd 
up in Gold ? Is his 
Houle more conveni- 
ent, becaule better car- 
ved or painted? Or 
are his Cloaths more 
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vo aWeey » Thy 5 
% PUGOPEWY oiHuGy 
$0Y%V 71 [ONO OHkm 
TE FH 5 Cam 
[OTHV TH" Op REY 
FN OPENSITHY 7 76s 
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WONG FREY LWOY., 
Lucian. Cynicus. 


fir, becauſe more faſhionable 
than another's ? And if the 

are not neceſlary to theſe na- 
rural Uſes, all that is left them 
is but Phancy and Opinion. 
Indeed, Mankind cozen them- 
{elves by compact, and by ſer- 
ting a value upon things thar 


ale 
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are rare, have made many 
think themſelves poor, where- 
as God and Nature made all 
equally wealthy, had they 
not artificially impoveriſh'd 
themſelves. It is nothing but 
Conceit that makes the diffe- 
rence between the richeſt and 
the meaneſt, if both enjoy 
Neceſlaries. For what are all 
their ſuperfluous Riches, bur 
a Load that Mens Covetoul- 
neſs lays upon them 2 They 
OD F are but like * Roman Slaves, 
panis,venales that were wont to carry heavy 
_ ome burdens of Bread upon their 
bumeronih;. Backs, whereof others eat as 
lo plus acci- |axge a ſhare as they. Whatſo- 
Ps nll por. EVEr is more than barely to ſa- 
zarir. Hor. tisfy the Cravings of Nature, 
ſar. 1. is of nootheruſe but only to 
PEXIES 4look upon. Thy Lands, th 
1 pon. y Lands, tny 
Houſes, 


Il, 
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Houſes, and fair Eſtate, are 

' bur Pictures of things. The 

pooreſt that ſees them, enjoys 

as much of them as thy leltf : 

Yea,and if Men could be con- 

rented with Reaſon, all that 

they behold with their Eyes, is 

as much theirs as it is the 
; Owners. 

And indeed if we trip all 
theſe admired Nothings to 
their naked Principles,we ſhall 

 findthemasbaſle and ſordid as 
' the meanelt of thole things 
which we ſpurn and delpiſe 
only Art or Nature put new 
ſhapes upon them, and phan- 
cy a price upon thoſe ſhapes. 
* ag wy — > went 
Silver, but diverſified ,;,*>>,* 2 #:- 
Earth, hard and {hin- $1 Loos 
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place where they are | 
bred, the - Entrails of | 
the Earth, -upbraids us. 
for account! them | 
precious. The belt and 
richeſt Perfumes, what | 
are they but the clam- | 
my {wear of Trees, or | 
the mucous froth of | 
Beaſts 2. The ſofteſt 
Silks are but the Ex- | 
crement- of - a vile | 
Worm. The moſt ra- | 
cy and generousWines, | 
are nothing- elſe but | 
Puddle-Water ftrain'd _ 
chrough a Vine. Oar | 


choicelt Delicates | are but | 
Dirt, cook'd and ferv'd up to 

us 11 various Forms; The ve- | | 
ry lame things which we con- | 
temn under one ſhape, we ad- þ 


mure 


— 
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mire in another; and with 
this, Phancy' and Cuſtom 
; have conſpir'd. together to 
cheat us. 

Think, O worldling ! when 
thou caſteſt thy greedy Eyes 
upon thy Riches, think, here 
| are Bags that only Phancy 
hath fall'd with Treaſure, 
which elſe were fill'd with 
Dire. Hereare Frifles that on- 
Iy Phancy hath called Jewels, 
which elſe were no better than 
common Pebbles. And ſhall 
| I lay the Foundation of my 
\ Content and Happineſs upon 

a Phancy, a'thing more light 

and wavering than the very 
| Air? | 
- Nay, conlider, That a di- 
 Rtemper'd Phancy can eafily 
alter a Man's Condition, and 


put 
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put what ſhape ir plealeth up-. 

on it, If a black and ſullen: 

Melancholy feizeth the Spi-. 

rite, it will make him con- 

plain of Poverty in the midſt 

of his abundance of pain and. 

ſickneſs, in the midſt of his 

Health and Strength. 'T'ts! 

true, thele are but the Effects 

of a diſtorted Phancy ; but 

tho his Sicknels and Poverty, 

be not real, yer the torment! 

of them is. Ir is all one, as; 

* Txodooa © Our diſquict, whether we! 

755 6w%- be indeed unhappy, or only. 
CR * imagine our {elves lo. 

GMNG mo: Again ; If the Phancy be: 

RX} 7% more merrily . perverted , 

— 4commng 'ſtreight they are nothing leſs. 

Epictet-En-than Kings, or. Emperors, in. 

Co [© their own Conceit, A Straw 

1.3. c. 19. 1s as majeſtick as a Sceprter,,, 

they : 
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they will ſpeak of their Rags 
as - magnificently as if they 
wete-Robes :' and look: upon 
all chat come-near them as 
their Sabjedts -or Servants. 
'Fhey 'make every Stone a 


Gerh, every Cortage a_Pa- -- 
lace; all hey fee is their own, 
and:alt their own is moſt ex- 


cellent. - Now'-'whart think 
you, are theſe'things vair, 
orno?. I doubt nar bur you 
will-conclude ther moſt ex- 
treamly vain; and yer they 
{ſerve their turns as well, and 
bring chem in as much ſolace 
and contentment, as if they 


were really what they ima- 


ginethert. Thus * Thraſyllu * Xlian. 
noted down all-the Ships that *+* 25 


arrived at the Port of /thens, 
thinking them! arid their Mer- 
0 dy chandize 
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chandize-* to be all his own.. 
And when cured of that plea- 
*"z\:yw ſant madneſs, * confeſt, That 
he never in his whole Life en-: 
o57w, 3 joyed ſo much content, as in 
that conceited Wealth - thoſe 


nada Ships brought him. And in- 


Tgomsorzs deed for my part, I know not 
voevay Q&XTO 


whether theſe things are more 
vain in the phancy, or in the 
Reality. Such is the exceed- 

ing Vanity of all things in the 
World, that were it not for the 
Eternal Concernments of the 
Soul, which cannot be ſo well 


di 


75 as undera ſuſpenſion or 
raction of Reaſon,l ſhould 


make no difficulty to account 
and prove them the happieſt 


Men on Earth. 


If then there be ſo great a 
Power in Phangy, how vain 


muſt 
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muſt all thoſe things be which 
you-purſue with eagerneſs and 
1mparience, fince a vain Phan- 
cy without them, can give you 
asmuch ſatisfaction, as if you 
enjoyed them all: And avain 
Phancy can;oi the other hand, 
in- the greateſt ' abundance of 
them, make your lives as wea- 
rifome and vexatious,as if you 
enjoyed nothing. That is the 
firſt Demonſtration. 
 . Secoidly; The Vanity of the 
World: appears in its deceit- 
tulnelsatid treachery. ' It is 
not' only Vanity, but a lying 
Vanity, and' betrays both 'our 
Hopes, and our Souls. 

-- It betrays our Hopes, and 


| leaves' us- nothing bur dilap- 


pointment, when it promiſeth 
| D 2 Satis- 


If. 


- —_ 
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Satisfaction , and: | Happinels. | 


What ſtrange Gaakidences do 
we þpjld upon the falſe: Bat- 
reries, of. che World 2- In ous 
prolperity we fig a Regriem 
tq. our elves, .and are ready 
to 1ay,,0ur Mayman ts fo ftrong, 


45 
Po 
20 


thet 3; ſhall never bo moved;\But | 
within;.2 while God hath4ba+ 


kewit; like that af Sinai: and 
wtap's. it; about. yith'Cloyds 
and thick Dakngſfs.. - 5 
It betrays the Soul to Guilt 
and; Fxernal” Condemnation. 
For-4tſually the Warld/itran- 
gles'it in trong,ctho ſecret and 
inſenſible Snares,and infinuates 
into the. Heartthar love af- it 
ſelf, which is ingopſtens.weith 
the love of God, The World 
i. the . Devil's'-Facor, and 
drives on #he -Deſigns of _—_ 
-217RC "6 1 
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The. Apoſtle hath old us, 


1 Timm. 6. 9. They that will be 
rich, fall into Temptation, and a 


Snare, and many fooliſh antthurt+ 


ful Luſts, which drown Men in 
| Deſtruction and Perdition. And 


becanſe of the ſubſerviency 
of worldly enjoyments to 
Mens Lufſts, . it. is almoſt: as 
impoſiible a thing to moderate 
our Aﬀections towards them, 
or fo. bound our Appetites 
and Deſires, as it is to aſlwage 
the thirft of a" Dropſte by 
drinking, or to keep thar Fire 
from encreaſing, into which 
we are ſtill [caſting new Fuel. 
And therefore our Saviour 


hath pronounced it as * hard* Lyke 18, 
for a rich Man to enter into Hea- 25: 


ven, as for a Camel to. 90 
throughthe Eye of a Needle. 
D 3 As 


— 
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As Judas gave a ſign to the 
Officers thar came with him to 


- apprehend Jeſus, * Whomſo oy 
1 ſhall kiſs, the fame is be, hold 


him faſt: The ſame ſign 
doth the World give the De- 
vil. Whomſoever I ſhall ca- 
reſs and favour, whomſoever 
I ſhall heap honour and riches 
on, whomſoever I ſhall em- 
brace and kiſs, the ſame is he, 
hold him faſt. Such a darling 
of the World is too often faſt 
bound in the ſilken Bands 'of 
Voluptuouſneſs, and conſign- 
ed over to be faſt bound in 
Chains of maſly Darkneſs. 

As all things in the World 
are lying Vanities, ſo are they 
all Vexatious. They are infa- 
mous to a Proverb, Uncertain 


(omforts,but moſt certain Croſſes. 
S 0 I And 


Y 
[1 
'$ 
| 
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And therefore the wiſe Man 


concludes them all to be, not 


only Vanity, but Vexation of Spi= 
rit, | - 

There is a four-fold Vexa- 
tioulneſs in all worldly 
things. | 
There is a great deal of tur- 


moil and trouble in getting 


them ; nothing can be acqui- 
red without it. The Sweat 
of Adam's Brows hath ſtream'd 
down along upon ours,and the 
Curſe together with it, * that 
in ſorrow we ſhould eat of 
that which Toil and Labour 
hath provided for us. Men 
rileearly, and go to bed late, 
and ear the Bread of carefyl- 
neſs, and {uch is either their 
Curle, ortheir Folly, that they 
make their Lives uncomforta- 

D 4 ble, 


* Gen. 3, 
19, 
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ble, only to get the Comforts 
of Life. © - 

2. . Whetherthey get them, or 

no, yer ſtil] -they are diſap- 

rn 5 tri- pointed in their Hopes, 4 It 
ang "g we they cannot compals their De- 

02 jucceſſir, ſigns, then they are tormented, 

_ oy ds becaule they fall ſhort of whar 

4 7:57), they laboured for; if they do 

c.11., compals them, yet {till rhey 

are tormented, becauſe what 
they laboured for, falls ſhort 
of what they expected from ir. 
The truth is, The World is 
much better in ſhew than ſub- 
ſtance : And thole very things 
we admiie before we enjoy 
them, yer afrerward we find 
much leſs in chem than we ex- 
peed. As he that ſees a fal- 
25 Star ſhoot through the 
Air, and draw atiter it a long 
train 
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train of Light, runs to .the 
lace; and thinking to 'get 
Ca bright. and glittering 
thing,:-catches up nothing bur 
a filthy Jelly; fuch is rhe dil- 


appointment we ' find in our 


urſnit after the enjoyments 
of this World : They make a 
glorious ſhew art a diſtance, but 
when we come near them, 
we. find our Hopes deluded, 
and nothing upon the place 


bur a vile Slime. 


Thirdly ; They are all Vex- 
ation while we enjoy them. Be 
it what it will chat we poſleſs 
of the World, it is but by fits at 
moſt, that we take any great 
pleaſure in it: And then,what 
between Cares and Deſigns to 
ſecure the continuance of i, 

an 
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arid fears of- loſing ir, the com- 
tort of enjoying it is wholly 
{wallowed'up.' * For | 

hb. - 5007 ſtrong: Aﬀections be- 
vonte caodefrans getting ſtrong Fears, 
5Cov Gamer 78 do always leflen the 
part pores Be delight of preſent En- | 
Kou iGo, Gavte joyments. This is the 
oy » H—_ _—_—_ of all | 
tranguil things in the World, | 
that if we ſet any price | 

and value upon them, we loſe | 
much of the ſweetneſs of | 
them, by fearing to loſe them. 

4. Fourthly ; They are all Vex- 
atious, as in their Enjoyment, 

ſo eſpecially in their Lols, 
Whatever we ſet our Hearts 
upon, we may aſflure our | 
ſelves, and experience will 
reach it us, that the pleaſure 

of poſleſiing it, will not near | 
coun- 
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countervail the bitterneſs of- 


loſing it. And as if God had 
on ptirpole ſo ordained'it, ro 
take'oft our Hearts from the 


World,' the better we eſteem 


any thing,” the more ' Vanity 
and'Vexation {hall we find in 
it . for the more' will our Care 


and'Perplexity in keeping it, 


and the more our Grief and 


Torment in loſing it be en- 


creaſed. '. That's 'a third De- 
monſtration. 


Fourthly ; The Vanity of the 
World appears in this, That a 
lite Croſs will embirter great 
Comforts. One dead Flie is 
enough to corrupt a whole 
Box of the World's moſt fra- 
grant: Ointment. How much 
will onlythe aking of a Tooth, 

a 


IV, 


a. fit of the Stone or. Gout 
deaden and diſhearten:us, .to 
all the Joys and Pleaſures of 
Life Cenaialy, the World 
muſt needs be vain, that can- 
nor, bear our .the brunt of. a 
lxtle pain or ſickneſs. The 
leaſt croſs Accident is enough 
ro diſcompoſe all our -iDe- 
lights. And.indeed there ave 
{o many Ingredients required 
to make up worldly 
Felicity , Riches , 
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Health, ' Friends, Ho- 


nour, good Name, = 


che like; that if any 


theſe be wamting, n_ | 


whole Compolition is 
ſpoiled ; and we ſhall 
take advantage agaialt 
our ſelves to conclude 


we are miſerable. For 
fuch 


ore rr COT hn 3 Ea 


ſach'is-che peeviftineſs of our 


Nature, that if -we'have not 
all we world ,wetike nocon- 
wn! in any; thing we have. 


And >befides, we are 


apt F nollide off from 
thei! ſmoother part- of 


our: I;ives;as Flies from 
Glals- and to ſtick on- 
ly onthe-rougher Paſ- 
lagese:'/For nenher is 


Sende capable'ts be iſo - 


mucly or-{o-long affe- 
&ed with the Impreſſi- 
ons of Pleaſure, as of 
paia,({fince nevereould 
there yet/be any De- 
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lights invented as piercing, as 
there ire: many Torments') 
/ nor yer. is. our buſy remem- 
| biance {o officious'in calling 


back the» pleaſant Paſſages 


'of 


our 
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our” days £0; our review; as 
thoſe that, haye - been: more. | 
gloomy and dolorous; -.:And 
chough it be::our ſin to look | 
more upon-,the. Croffes. we | 
find, than;the Comforts we | 
enjoy ; yet here. we.way like- | 
wiſe ſee how yain a thing{ir is | 
for us to expect Happineſs and | 
Contentmentfromthe World, | 
whole Crofles . as. 'they:-are | 
more, fſo-' they are: more | 
conſiderable -than--its; Com- | 
forts, | ,. WET ; fa 


— 


V. Fifthly, conſider, The lon- | 
ger we enjoy any worldly | 
thing, the more flat and in- | 
fipid doth it-grow : We are | 
ſoon at the bottom, and find ' 


x 


nothing but Dregs there. In | 


all che Pleaſures of Life, 
either 


bY 
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either our Spirits fink and fall 


under. . the | [continuance of 
them, as not able to bear a 
conſtant tenſion- and emoti- 
on.; or- the Delight conſiſts 
meerly in the novelty and 


variety of the Obje&ts, which 


when we are; made more fa- 
miliar with, are but dull, be- 
cauſe ordinary : : And ſo they 
either tire our. Appetites, or 
deceive our . Hopes. And 


therefore the:; moſt artificial 


Voluptuaries have always al- 
lowed themſelves an -inter- 
miſſion in their Pleaſures, to 
recruit Nature, and ſharpen 
their ſenſual Deſires, without 
which they would but cloy 
and ſurfeit; and inſtead of 
Pleaſures, prove only a waſte 
and oppreſſion: to the Spirits. 
tf T Epicurus 
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+ Certos babchat dies 7 Epicurus himſelf, FU 
ipſe magiſter wolup- great: Maſter and. Ser- 


ratis EPpicurus, qut- 
bus —_ fame vantof Pleaſure; who 


extinguerer, Sen-EP rmade”” it" the higheſt | 
1 ad 1 - 
111 qd Drop. Laeve.- | Good* & chiefeft Hap- ; 
in vita Eunig.Ti guts pinels 'of Man,” Het | 
Site iv TANS ag himſelf certain days of 


TOAUTHNER RaT ocls 


Tos TOAUTINERV IK ' Abſtinence in- contle, : 
puny NC —_ he wotitd' bi | 
Tg - niggardly- ſatisfy! his | 


1L0%5 TeocTinA. 


| | >." well know- 


ing chat the pleaſure of Glutto- | 
ny, could never. be ſo much | 
enkanc'd avby : an interyal- of n 
Hunger.  2Y2S 12:57 Þ 

For: what is a farniſte F Taz | 
ble to- him whoſe - conftam 
Meals overtake! one ariother, | 
buconly the heaping of Food d 
upon rudities and Indigeſti- | 
1 on? * What the Titles of Ho- | 
if gour: wY a Perſons bore No- | 
| | ble ? 
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ble ? They f1gnity no more to L 


him, than ir "doth to anotiier 
Man, when he hears himlelt 
called by his ordinary Name. 
Whar 1s relpec&t and honour to 
a Man long accuſtomed to it ? 
Ic brings him no great content 
when he hath it, buttorments 
him when he fails of ir. Give 
thele things to thole that are 


unacquainted with them, it 


you would have them vaiued. 
Bring a poor Minto a Table 
ot Delicates; invelt an igno- 
ble Ferton with Honours and 
Dignities; give relpe&t to a 


deſpited Perſon, ard for the , | 


preſent you bleſs chem. Bar 
Time and Cuſtom will wear ' 
} 


off this Content: And the 
| hr emy even of luch 2 


| Life as this, will make them $; 
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willing at leaſt for their Diver- 
tilement and Recreation to 

* Non exi-F-xetire to their homely Cells 
ſtimes me Au- J INE F DE” 

cere te ad And Station. or as It is 
modicas ce- With thole that are accuſtomed 
a ſtrong Perfumes,they them- 


perum cellat, 
& quicquid {elves cannot {cent thoſe O- 


aliud ft per Jgnrs, which to others that | 


guod lixuri- 


2, divitia- uſe them not, are moſt {weet 

nm tedio and fragrant: Soit fares with 

ludit. Sen. . . 

Fp.1g. us inthe long continuance of 
worldly Enjoyments ; our 
Senſes are ſo ſtuft and even 
{uffocated with them, that we 
cannot perceive them; and 
unleſs we purchaſe Pleaſures 
by alternate Sorrow, they are 
bur loſt upon us. Now how 
vain muſt the World needs be, 
whole Comforts are not valu- 
able while we have them, bur 
while we have them not ? And 


how 


of tie UT1921D, 
how vain are thole Joys for 
which we mult pay down as 
much Crief,as the Joys them- 
{elves are worth ? So that upon 
ballancing the Accompr, there 
remains nothing to us: And 
it had been altogether as good 
to have enjoyed nothing. 
Again, Conſider, all the 
Plealure of the World, is no- 
thing elſe bur a tedious repeti- 
tion of the ſame things. Our 
Life conſiſts in a F 
round of Actions, and 


lant, whoſe only ſtu- 

dy it is how he may pals his 

time merrily, and live happi- 
| ty : 


Nw Ce em 


+ noTx ev wits 
CLLLADGY 0k Hum 
what can be duller w8:« wat 5 
than ſtill co be doing. Poe mrtecy £ 

: O  CgeTWY E720, 1 WW 
the lame things Over yurcolos i iv nf 
and over again? Ack dz xenw x 


=o GQuTQX Tis oNeTX1. 
the moſt frollick Gal- Antonin. 1.2. S.12. 
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ly : Whar account can he give 
of his Pleaſures, but that from 
his Bed, herileth to his Table, 
from his Table to his Sports, 
from them he tumbles into his 
Bed again? This is the moſt 
gentile and faſhionable Lite. 
And are theſe the great Joys 
that a World ſo prized and lo 


admired can afford ?. One half | 


of his pleaſant Lite he ſpends 
in fleep, a dull ſtate, which 
we may rather reckon to 
Death than Life. The other 
halt he ſpends in clogging his 
Appetite, and tiring his Body, 
and then to {leep again. What 
generous and noble Deſigns 
are thee! Fit for high Spirits 
and high Births; while the 
contemptible Peaſants are left 


to do the Drudgery of the 
World, 


\ 
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World, and to be the only 
ſerviceable Men in it. Nay, 

rather what a pitiful Circle is 

this, {till ro be doing the lame 

things, and things which we 

have before learch'd and ofren * Coors 
found all that is in them. So r—_— 
that even a Heathen * could c;1u7, ſon 
ſay, That only a valiant or a” _ 
miſerable Man might deſireto;,, :mw 


die, but a nice and delicate pot & 
; DIO, : ONES Ant 71t= 
Man, as diſdaining the Irk-7;, ſeders. 


ſome repetition of the ſame'a faſtidio- 
things. - poteſt. 
en. Ep. 77. 

 Seventhly, The Vanity of VIE. 
the World appears in this, 
That it can ſtand us in no 
ſtead, then when we have the : 
greateſt need of ſupport and 
comfort. There be two Sea- 
{ons eſpecially, in which the 

. | E 3 Soul 
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Soul wants relief ind comfort, 
and they are in trouble of | 
Conſcience, and at the hour 
of death. Now in each of f| 
theſe the World {hews ir ſelf | 
ro be exceeding vain and ule- | 
leſs. 

L Firſt , The World appears 
to be vain, when we are under 
trouble of Conſcience. What 
choice Comforts the Soul then 
ſtands in need of, thoſe who | 
have felr the ſting and terrors 
of it, can beſt tell. Thetor- _ 
ments they then teel, next to 
thoſe of the damned, are the 
moſt intollerable,and the moſt 
unutterable. God lets them 
up as his Mark, and ſhoots his 
Arrows, dipt in Haming Poi- 
jon, into the very midſt of | 
their Souls. He kindles a ſe- | 
I cret | 


Beg LE SPM Lv, 
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cret Fire 4n them, that con- 
ſumes their Bones, dries u 
their Marrow, and ſcorches 
their Entrals; and ſuch is 


the ſpreading Rage of it, 


that oftentimes it ſmoaks out 
at their Mouths in deſpairing 
Quecries. 

The Spirit of a Man, (faith 
Solomon, Prov. 18. 14.) will 
bear bus Infrminy; 1. e. The 
natural chearfulneſs and viva- 
city of a Man's Spirit, will in- 
able him to bear up under bo- 
dily pains ; But a wounded Spi- 
rit who can bear *? When our 
Prop ir felt is broken, we muſt 
needs ſink, and fall under the 
moſt gloomy apprehenſ1ons 
that Guilt and Hell can create 
in a Soul already f{ing'd with 
thole Eternal Flames into 

E 4 which 
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which with unſpeakable hor- 
ror it daily expects to be plun- 
goed. Oh! think whar exact ' 
rorture thou muſt needs en- 
endure, when God ſhall make 
deep wounds in thy Spirit, and 
let fall great Drops of his 
burning Wrath, on that part 
of thy Soul chat is infinitely 
more tender and ſenſible 
than the Apple of thine Eye. 
Imagine what {harp and in- 
rollerable pains thole Martyrs 
iuſtained, who ( as the A4po- 
/tlerells us, Heb. 11. 37. Were 


/awn aſunaer. Or {uppole that 


thou thy ſelf wert now under 
the ragged Teeth of a Saw, 
drawn to and tro upon the 
rendrelt parts of thy Body, 
cearing thy Fleſh , thy Nerves, 
and Sinews ; grating and jar- 

ring 
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ring upon thy very Bones: Yet 
all che extremity of this, is no- 
thing to what Torments the 
Conſcience feels, when God 
 cauleth his Sword to enter in- 
ro it, to rive 1t up; when he 


makes deep and bloody 


wounds in it, and inſtead of 


pouring in healing Balm, 
with an heavy Hand chafes 
them with Fire and Brim- 
ſtone. T_ 

Now in ſuch a time of an- 
guiſh and diſtreſs as this, What 
15 there that can relieve the 
afllicted Soul 2 The Worldling 
that heaps up his ill-gotten 
Treaſures, and wallows in 
thick Clay, when God comes 
to ranlack his Conſcience, and 
to {et before him the Guilt of 
his Sins, will then know with 

terror 
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terror and amazement, that 
there is a Juſtice which Gold 
and Silver cannot bribe. The 
voluptuous Perſon will no 
longer reliſh any {avourinels 
in his carnal Delights, when 
once God ® writes bitter things 
againſt him. What is Mirth 
and Muſick to him that can 
now hear nothing but the 
{crieches of his own Conſci- 
ence? What is a full Cup to 
him, that can now taſte no- 
ching but the Cup of Fury and | 
Trembling 2 Little content | 
will the Noble take in his ho- 
nourable Titles, if all this 


while his Conſcience call him 

Reprobate. A Title of Ho- ' 
nour will no more abate the 
Torments of Conſcience, 


than it doth mitigate Belzebub's 
cor- 
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| rorments to be ſtiled Prince of 
| the Devils. All the World's 
| Hony will not ſerve to allay 
| the invenomed ftingings of 
| Conſcience. That's a fier 
| Serpent, a deaf Adder, that 
| will not be charm'd by all the 
alluring Pleaſures of the 
| World. Theſe are vain and 
| impertinent ' to one whoſe 
thoughts are wholly poſſeſt 
| with the fear of Wrath and 
{ Hell, from which theſe can- 
' nortdeliverhim. When God 
; makes a Wound in the Spirit, 
the whole World cannot make 
a Plaiſter broad enough to co- 
wr © 
Secondly; The Worlds a 
vain and uſeleſs thing ar the 
hour of Death. Poſhbly, ma- 
ny of us may never conflict 
with 
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with the terrors of Conlci- 
ence, nor have that convicti- 
on of the World's Vanity : 
But yer we mult all conflict 
with Death, that King of Ter- 
ro7s. Suppole therefore (what 
muſt certainly once be) that 
we were now galping our laſt, 
our Tongues faltering, our 
Eye-ftrings breaking, our 
Limbs quivering, a dead cold 
and ſtifineſs invading us ; were 
our Souls toſt to and fro up- | 
on our expiring Breath, and 
like Wrecks at Sea, ſometimes | 
caſt up, and by and by luck't | 
back again, What could ſtand | 
us in ſtead, and make our paſ- | 
ſage happy at ſuch a time as 
this? Now the Soul requires | 
the ſtrongelt, the richeſt Cor- 
dials. Prepare it one ming- 


led 
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| ledof the beſt Ingredients the: 
| whole World can afford , Caſt 
' into the Cup Riches, Honour, 
| Pleaſure, the Quinteſſence of 


all that is here deſirable, yer 
alaſs! What is all this World 
to a dying Man who is juſt 
leaving ir ? 

Thy wicked Companions, 
with whom thou haſt laught 
and f{1nn'd away thy freſheſt 
Years, will in this thy laſt ex- 
rremity forlake thee ; or if 
they do attend lo {ad a SpeCta- 
cle; alaſs, What miſerable 
comforters will they be ? They 
will then prove another bad 
Conſcience tothee, and bring 
to thy remembrance with hor- 
ror the {ins which thou haſt 
committed by their entice- 
ment, or they by thine. Thy 

mirth 
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mirth and jolliry, will then be 
curned Into groans and how- | 
lings: All things will ftare | 
ruchfully upon thee, and when | 
Ny 44 thou callelt upon them for | 
& ſwdu, help, confels their impotency | 
4 5. #®to reſcue thee from the gripe | 


cCeruvits CF 


aurie/Ecr0- of Death, and from the doom 
to Anti of Juſtice. 


dedhuxit Core : : 
pre febris, Sicknels is uſually a buſy 


Non ammo time with Conſcience, and | 


ann bag when it is packing up for a 
remove into the other Werld, 
it will be {ure to gather toge- 
ther all the Sins of a Man's 
Lite, and bind them as an 


heavy and inſupportable bur- 


den upon his Soul, Can thy 
{enlual Pleaſures divert thee 
now? As they have ſerved 
thee to pals away the tedioul- 
nels of Time, can they ſerve 

r0 
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to paſs away the infinite tedi- 


| oulineſs of Erernity ? Nay,how 
| canitotherwiſe be, but that a 
| mind long ſoak'd and ſoftned 
| by theſe, ſhould be made the 
' more capable of receiving 
* deep impreſlions of Grief, An- 
' guiſh, and Deſpair ? 

Indeed, while we eagerl 
purſue any of theſe worldly 
Enjoyments, we are bur run- 
ning after a Shadow : And as 
Shadows vaniſh, and are {wal- 
lowed up in the greater ſhade 
of Night; ſo whea the Night 
of Death ſhall caft its thick 
Shade abour us, and wrap us 
up in deep and lubſtantial 
Darkneſs, all theſe vain Sha- 
dows will then diſappear and 
vaniſh quite our of ſight. 

Now could we have the 

lame 
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ſame Opinion of the World 
ia the time of our Health and 
Proſperity, as we ſhall cer- 
tainly have when welie lan- 
guiſhing and drawing on 
ro Eternity, we ſhould be a- 
ble then with a generous {corn 
to live above it and deſpiſe ir, 
Shall we prize thole Com- 
forts, which will be none to 
as, when we have the greateſt 
" need of Comfort ? Shall we 
glue our Afﬀections to. thar 
which either is ſo faithleſs tha 
it will not, or ſo weak that 
it cannot help us? So vain a 
ching is it, that it cannot reſiſt 
the diſgrace that fleep or on- 
ly winking doth. Shut bur 
your Eyes, and what becomes 
of all the pomp-and luſtre, 
the beauty and ſplendor thar 


we 


' 
iy 
[ 
Ti 
| 
[8 | 
l 
Lt 
n 
i 8 
!' 1 
[ ll 
| # 
i: 
in 
t 
# 
it 
M 
LE 
I" 


I 
——— ——— — — — 


LEIRIEn 
—————— 


== 


> I IS CEE 


= 


RE I er 


of the Wozld, 


we ſo much admire in the 
World? Ir all vaniſheth into 
Darkneſs and Nothing. Sleep 
ſnatcheth us from it; and for 
the time, we have no more 
enjoyment of it than it we 
were dead. Every Night we 
die in our Beds, and yet every 
Day are ſo immerſt in the 
Pleaſures and Bulineſles of 
the World, as if we were ne- 
ver to die indeed. Since there- 
fore we have higher and nobler 
Objects to fix our -Aﬀections 
on, let us not laviſh them our 
upon thele worldly Vanities, 
which can art no time prove 
real Comforts unto us; and 
then leaſt of all, when we 
have moſt need of comfort. 
That's a ſeventh Demonſtra- 
f10n. | 
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Again ; All things in the | 
World are vain, becaule they | 
are unſuitable. True indeed, | 
they are ſuited to the Necelſſi- 
ties of the Body, and lerve to | 


feed and cloath that; but He | 


' 1s a Beaſt, or worſe, that | 


reckons himſelf provided for, | 
when only his bodily Wants | 
are {upplied. Have we not 
all of us precious and immor- | 
tal Souls, capable and deftrons | 
of Happinels ? Do not thele * 
crave to be ſatisfied? Do they | 
not deſerve to be heard ? Shall | 
our vile Bodies which are but | 
Duſt and Worms-mear, en- | 
groſs all -our care how to | 
pleaſe and pamper them, and | 
{hall the Neceſlities of our ne- | 
ver-dying Souls be neglected ? 

What 
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What have you laid upin ſtore 
for theſe? Alas! That which 
moſt Men buly themlelves a- 
bout, *is to heap up temporal 


op 
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and Land" is Land, that they 
might dwell alone upon the Earth. 
Bur know, thou doſt but give 
thy Soul Husks and Swines- 
meat, when thou {etteft the 
whole World before it. 

' And therefore our Saviour 
juſtly brands the Rich Man in 
the Gof pel for a Fool,that when 
he had ſtuffc up his Barns with 


Corn, faidto his Soul, * Soul, *1 u's.1 2.19 


thou haſt much Goods laid up for 
many lears. A Fool indeed to 
meaſure the Soul's Goods by 
the Barn, or by the Buſhel. 
The very ſame is the folly of 


molt Men, who think they 
F- 2 are 


Lhe Uanity 


* Gen.2. 7. 


are in all reſpe&ts well pro- 
vided for, it they can bur 
ſcrape together a great Eſtate, 
whereas the Soul can no more 
live upon thele things, than 
the Body can upon a thought 
or notion. 

There is a three-fold un- 
ſuicableneſs, between worldly 
things and the Soul. 

Firſt ; The Soul is Spiritual, 
thele are drofly and material. 
Ot all things belonging to a 
Man, his Breath is the moſt 
ſ{ubtile, inviſible, and ſpiri- 
tual. Burt now the Soul is 
called the ® Breath of God, and 
therefore mult needs be Spiri- 
tual in a high degree. And 
whar then hath a ſpiritual Soul 
to do with Clods of Earth, or 


Acres of Land, with Barns 
full 


DC 


of the Wozld, 


69 


full of Corn, or Bags full of 
Gold ? Theſe are too thick 
and groſs to correſpond with 
its refined Nature. Bur ra- 
cher bring Spiritual Things to 
Spiritual, God who is the 


T Father of Spirits, his Love ft Heb.12.9. 


and Favour, an Intereſt in him, 
and Communion with him, 
the Conſolations of the Holy 
Ghoſt, the Actings of Grace, 
and the Hopes of Glory ; theſe 
Spiritual and Clarified Efen- 
ces, which a carnal Eye can- 
not ſee, nor a carnal Judg- 
ment value , theſe are moſt 
ſuitable to the Soul, thar is a 
Spirit, and ought not to be 
unequally yoak'd tothe Dregs 


and Drols of Earthly Enjoy- 


ments. 
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". Secondly; The Soul i is iM1- 


hong bur all worldly Things 


are periſhing, and wear out 1n 
chevſing. And therefore it was 
bur {mall Comfort, when the 
rich Man ſung his Requiem, to 
iay, Soul, take thy eaſe, thou 
haft Goods laid up for many Years. 
Thou Fool! Whatis an Eſtate 
tor many Years, to a Soul 
whole duration 1s not mea{u- 
red by Years, but by Eternity ? 

What ke thole Years of 
Plenty are expired ? How de- 
jtirute will thy Soul be when 
it. ſhall have out-lived all its 
good things ? It may out-live 
them, even in this World. 
God may nip and blalt all char 
thou ſetteſt thy Heart on, and 
make all thy Comforts Fall off 
from thee, like ſo many wi- 


thered 
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thered Leaves. However, if 
thou haſt no other than what 
this miſerable World can af- 
ford, thou ſhalt certainly. out- 
live them in the World to 
come: And what wilt thou 
do, not jn thoſe Years , 
but in that Eternity of Fa- 
mine ? 

As it is with thole that are 
invited to feaſt in ſome noble 
Family, che Furniture is rich, 
the Entertainment ſplendid 
and magnificent; but when 
they depart, they cannot of all 
that Pomp and Bravery, carry 
any thing away with them : 
So is it here; the World is 
God's great Houſe, richly 
furniſh'd, and we well enter- 
taindinir; we haveall things 
liberally afforded us for our 

F 4 ule; 
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ule ; butnothing of all is ours. 
And therefore God hath ſer 
that grim Porter, Death, at 
his Gate, to ſee that as we 
brought nothing into it, fo 
we carry nothing out of it. 
What a ſad parting-hour will 
it be ro the Soul, when it muſt 
g0- into another World, and 
leave all that it admired and 
loved, behind in this? How 
will it protract, and linger ? 
How loth will it be to enter 
upon ſo great a Journey, and 
carry nothing to defray the 
Charges of it ? Certainly, dy- 
iag mult needs be a terrible 
thing to thoſe who have got- 
cen nothing bur what they can 
no longer keep, when their 
Souls muſt be ler on ſhore in 
a valt and black Eternity, all 

naked 
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naked and deſtitute, having 
nothing to relieve or {upport 
them. 

Thirdly; The Neceſiities 
of the Soul, are alcogether of 
another kind,than thole which 
worldly things are able to ſup- 
ply; and therefore they are 
wholly unſuitable. Nacural 
Things may well ſerve for na- 
cural Wants. Food will ſatisfy 
Hunger ; and Raiment fence 
oft the Injuries of the Wea- 
ther, and Riches will procure 
both. But the Soul's Necel- 
ſities are Spiritual, and theſe 
no Natural Thing can reach. 
It wants a Price to redeem ir ; 
nothing can do this but the 
precious Blood of Chrift, It 
wants Pardon and Forgive- 
neſs; nothing can grant ir, 

bur 
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bur the free and abundant | 
Mercy of God. It wants | 
Sanctthcation and Holineſs, | 
Comitort and Aſſurance ; no- | 
thing can effect chele but the | 
Holy Ghoſt. Here all world- | 
iy things fall ſhort. "The Exi- 
gencies of the outward Man 
they may ſupply; but the 
greateſt abundance of them, 
can never quiet a troubled 
Conſcience, nor appeale an 
angry God, nor remove the | 
condemning Guilt of the leaſt *! 
Sin: No, lhe Redemption of | 
the Soul is precious ( more pre- 
cious than to be purchaſed by 
thele poor things) and it ceaſeth 

f0Y ever. = 
Poſfibly now in the time of 
your Peace and Proſperity, 
you regard not theſe ſpiritual 
Wants - 
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{| Wants ; but when the days of . 
Sorrow .. and Darkneſs ſhall 
come upon you, when God 
{hall drop into your Conſci- 
ences a little of his Wrath and 
Diſpleaſure, you may as well 
ſeek to cure a Wound in your 
| Body, by applying a Plaiſter 
ro your Garment, as ſeek to 
eale a wounded Spirit by all 
the Treaſures, Pleaſures, and 
Enjoyments. of this World. 
Riches (faith the Wiſe Man ) Prov. 11. 4. 
profit not in the day of Wrath : 
For indeed they cannot reach 
the Soul to bring any true ſo- 
Jace to it. 

Thus you ſee how unſuita- 
ble the World is to the Soul. 
Unſuitable to the Nature of 
it, for the Soul is Spiritual, 
but all Earthly Enjoyments 
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are droſſie and material ; the 


| Soul is immortal, but theſe 


are all periſhing : Unſuitable 


allo to the Neceſlities of the 
Soul, which they can never 
reach nor {upply. 


Again ; The Vanity of the 
World appears in its Incon- 
ſtancy and Ficklenels. God's 
Providence adminiſters all 
Things here below in perpe- 
tual VYiciflitudes. His Hand 
turns them about like ſo ma- 
ny Wheels, (to which they 
are compared, Ezek. 1.) the 
lame part is now uppermoſt, 
and anon lowermoſt; now 
lifted up in the Air, and by 
and by grated through the 
Mire. This is the mutable 


condition of the World. And 
ther C- 
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therefore we find it compared 
tothe Moon, Rev.12.1. where 
the Church is deſcribed to be 
Cloathed with the Sun, and to have 
the Moon (thatis, the World) 
under her feet. And well may 
it bear the reſemblance, for it 
is {till waxing and waning, 
ſometimes full of Bras 
at other times ſcarce a ſmall 
ſtreak of Light to be diſcern- 
ed. There are none of us but 
have had experience in ſome 
kind or other, of the incon- 
ſtancy of thele ſublunary En- 
joyments. When the Sun 
ſhines bright and warm, all 
the Flowers of the Field open 
and diſplay their Leaves, to 
receive him into their Boloms; 
but when Night comes, they 
fold rogether, and ſhur up all 

their 
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their Clories: And though | 
they were like ſo many little | 
Suns ſhining here below, able, | 
one would think, to force a | 
day for themſelves ; yet when | 
the Sun withdraws his Beams, | 
they droop, and hang the 
Head, and ſtand neglected, 
dull and obſcure Things. So 
hath it fared with us: While | 
God hath ſhone upon us with 
warm and cheriſhing Influen- 

ces, we opened and ſpread, | 
and flouriſhd into a great | 
Pomp and Glory : Bur he on- | 
ly hides his Face, draws in his 
Beams, and all our beauti- | 
ful Leaves ſhut up, or fall 
to the Ground, and leave us 
a bare Stalk, poor and con- | 
temptible. 


Or 
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Or if there have been no 
{uch conſiderable Mutations in 


what concerns us, yet the Re- 


volutions that God hath of late 
Years brought upon others, ſo 
beyond ExpeCtation or Ex- 
ample, may well inftru& us 
in the Vanity of the World, 
and make us no leſs contemn 
it, than admire that infinite 
Wiſdom that governs it. 

Ic is ſaid of the Wheels, 
E-zek. 1. 17. That they went up- 
on their four ſides, For one 
Wheel interſe&ting and crol- 
ling another, the whole muſt 
needs conſiſt of four Sides or 
Semicircles: And moving 
upon thele four ſides, ic mult 
of neceſlity move very rug- 


gedly, by jolrs and jerks. So 


truly the Providences of God 


do 
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do ſometimes move unevenly, | 
as crols Wheels would do | 
moving upon their ſides, Great | 
and fuddain Changes are often | 
| brought to paſs without being | 
ripened by ſenſible Degrees ; | 
bur happen by the ſurpriſal of | 


ſome unexpected Providence, | 


and, as it were, by the ſud- 
dain jerk of the W heel, ſhaking 
oft thoſe who late on the top, 
and cruſhing them in its pal- 


{age over. 
"Tis true, theſe Mutations 


which to us leem 1{o confuſed | 
and tumultuary, are all or- | 


derly and harmonious in the 
Divine Counſel and Fore- 
knowledg, There is not a 
Providence that breaks its 
Rank,nor a Wheel that moves 


out of irs Tract ; and there is 
a 
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' a deſtined End for them all, 
| the Glory of the Almighty 
' Creator ; to which, while eve- 
| Try Creature purſues its own 
| Inclinations, he ſweetly, and 
| yer efficaciouſly {ways them: 
| They are all like Arrows ſhor 
' ar a Mark by an unerring 
Hand : Some -are ſhot point- 
' blank, and ſome by compals, 
but none {o careleſly as to mils 
it, Though Changes may 
ſurprize us, yet they do not 
{ ſ{urprize God : Bur as it is a 
| great pleaſure to us, to lee 
' our Deligns and Forecaſts ac- 
compliſhed ; fo infinite Wit- 
dom delights ir ſelf to look 
on, and ſee how all things ſtarr 
' upinto their Place and Order, 
as ſoon as called forth by his 
efficacious Decree and Fore- 

(3 know- 
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knowledg. Among all the | 
weighty and arduous Cares | 
of Governing the World, it | 
is (if I may ſo expreſs it) | 
the Recreation of Providence, | 
to amuſe Mankind with fome |} 
wonderful Events ; that when 
we cannot find out the Con- | 
nexion and Dependance of 
ſecond Cauſes, we may hum- 
bly acquieſce in adoring the | 
abſolute Soveraignty of the | 
Firſt: And by obſerving the 
Mutations of Afairs here be- | 
low, may be taught to repole | 
our ſelves in him who only is 
immutable. Thus God ad- 
miniſters the various Accur- 
rences of the World accord- | 
ing to the Counſel of his 
own Will; and makes the 1n- 
conſtancy of it, ſerve both | 

for | 
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'| for his Delight and our Ad- 
| monition. 


| It is in vain therefore to ex- 
| pect happineſs from wha is ſo 
' uncertain. All the Comforts 
of it are but like fading Flow- 
ers, that while we are looking 
on them, and ſmelling to 
them, die, and wither in our 
Hands. Is it Pleaſures we 
ſeek ? Theſe muſt vary : For 
where there is not an intermil- 
ſion, it is not pleaſure, but a 
olut and ſurfeit. And hence 
It is that they wlio are uſed to 
hardſhips, taſte more ſweet- 
neſs in ſome ordinary Plea- 
ſures, than thoſe who are ac- 
cuſtomed to a voluptuous Lite, 
do in all their exquiſite and 


invented Delights. Do you 


purſue Honour and Applauſe 


2 In 
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| in theWorld? This hangs up- 


on the wavering Tongues of | 

the Mulcitude : To follow 

chis, is but to purſue a puft of | 

Wind, and of all Winds in | 

Nature the moſt fickle and 
changeable. The. People's 
Flojſanna, and Crucify, are oft 
prohounced in the fame þ 

breath. And beſides that it is 

pl god *X no great matter that thoſe 
rr” Fg {ſhould think or ſpeak well of 
75 Teis Ts thee, Who have but too much 
0 ©. * reaſon to think ill of them- 
8s." Ant. ſelves; beſides this, conſider | 
18. 5.44. how ſoon publick Fame grows 
out of breath. Poſſibly an 

Age or two may talk of thee, 

but this Bruit is but like ſucceſ- 

ive Eccho's, that render the 

Voice {till weaker and wea- 

ker, -till at length it yaniſherh 

ifs into 


of the WIs:IÞ, 85 


into ftlence. Yea, covldfi 
chou fill whole Chronicles 
with thy Story, yer Fime or 
Moths will eat thee out : And 
the F freſher remem- a. a 
£25 gi Sits XIA = 
brance of other Mens :- wan; Porn 
Actions wil bury thine ew r pholim 72k 
in Oblivion, Is it - "ol 
Riches you defire 3 Tow Gnu Siren 
Thele too are uncer- oo BEAT D oP 
> - .IG-b Zo 5-23. 

eatn - 8» Tim. 6. 27. 
Charge them that they truſt not m 
uncert at Fyches. Uncenain 
they axe in getting, and uncer- 
can in keeping when gor. All 
our Trealures are like Quick- 
hives, which Rrangely fhps 
between our Fingers when we 
think wehold ir tafteft, Riches, 
f X faich te vile Man ) make * Proy.2 345 
themfeives Wings, and fly away 
4 an Eagle towards Heaven 

G 3 and 
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t'Darep & mis mn 
T TEA TETYNSOY 
5s Fwv PINEv Xp- 
oro, T6 NV" Yo) if 
AuSiwv. Id. Lib. 6. 
Seft. 11. The ſame 
with that of Solo- 
mon, Wilt thou ſet 
thine Eyes upon that 


and it were a moſt 
ſtrangefolly F to fall 
paſſionately in love 
wich a Bird upon his 
Wing, who is free and 
unconfined as the Air 
in which he flies, and 
will not ſtoop to thy 


which is not? &, Call or Lure. How 


much better were it, 
ſince they will fly, for thy elf 
to dire& their flight towards 
Heaven, by relieving the ne- 
ceffitous Servants and Mem- 
bers of Jefus Chrift, Then 
will their flight be happy and 
glorious, when they carry on 
their Wings the Prayers and 
Bleflings of the Poor, whoſe 


| Bowels thou haſt refreſhed. 


This is to lay up Treaſure in 


Heaven, to remit thy Monies | 


ta 
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to the other World, where 
they ſhall be truly paid thee, 
with aþundant Intereſt. This 
is.to lay ,up.a Stock for here- 
after, that chou mayeſt have 
whereon to live ſplendidly 
and gloriouſly to all Eternity. 
And thus to lay out, is to lay 
up, to lay up uncertain Riches 
in a ſafe Repolitory : God's 
Promiſes ſhall be thy ſecurity, 
and every Star in Heaven, a 
Seal ſet ypon the Treaſury- 
door which nane can break or 
violate. 

Thus you {ce how mutable 
and inconſtant all worldly 
Things are, So that we may 
truly apply that which the 
P/almift ſpeaks of the Earth in 


another ſenſe, That God hath Pfal. 24. 2. 


founded it upon the Sea, and eſta- 
G 4 bliſh'd 
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bliſh d it upon the F loods. Such 
is the waying, and fluctuation 
of all things-here below, tha 

they are no more conſtant, | 
than if they were meerly buile | 


upon the ebbing and flowing | 
of the Tide. 


Laſtly; The Vanity of the 
World appears in this, Thar it 
is altogether unlatisfactory. 
That muſt needs be Vain, 
which when weenjoy it in its 
greateſt abundance, - can give | 
us no real nor ſolid content. | 
Such an empty thing is the | 
whole World. You may as 
ſoon graſp a bundle of 
Dreams, or take up an Arm- 
tull of your own Shadow, as | 
fill the valt and boundleſs de- 
fires of your Souls with theſe 

. earthly | 
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earthly Enjoyments. And 
rherefore the'P/almiſt ſpeaking 
of 'proſperous_ Sinners, ers 
forth their - Kate by che moſt 
thin and empty things imagi- 
nable; Pſalm. 73. 30. As a 
Dream when '6ne awakes, ſo, 0 
Lord, thou - ſhalt deſpiſe their I 
| maze, The Images and Re- 
preſentations that a Dream 
makes, ſeem very brisk and 
lively ; but when we reflect 
upon them with our waking 
Thoughts, we find them con- 
fuſed and impertinent, Such 
is all the- proſperity. of this 
World, it is but as the Image 
and Fictionof a Dream. 

* As an hungry Man that * 1-29. 8. 
dreams he is at a furnifh'd 
Table, and fills himſelf with 
all varieties of Delicates, how 
joyful 
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joyful, and how pleas'd is he, 
how fully Garisfied, if he were 
not to —_ again ! But lome 
one jogs or-calls him ; -he 


wakes, and finds himlelt has- 


ger- ſary 'd,nothing fed but his 
Fancy. So is K with us in 
this World, While the Soul 
lies under the-Coverlet of this 
Body,it {keps: And onethinks 
himſelf Rich ; agother, Great 
and Noble; athird, Learned 
and Wiſe: But alas! All this 
is only a Dream : When either 
Afﬀictions, or Death, make 
a noiſe, and cal} upon him, 
the ſleepy Soul awakes, and 
finds it ſe 6 If empty and hunger- 


ſtarv'd, after all the imaginary 


ſtore it enjoyed. 
Now, the Unſatisfactori- 


nels of the World, may be. 


clearly 
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clearly evinced by theſe two 
chings. 

Firſt ; In that the higheſt 1. 
Condition we can attain unto, 
cannot free us from Cares and 
Croſles. Yea indeed it is ſo far 
from freeing us, that it rather 
\ erictealeth them, Ir doth bur 
| make us ſpread the wider, and | 
Rand the fairer mark for trou- 
ble. And yet we are like Chi 
dren, that think the Sky lies 
on yonder Hill ; thither they 
run, hoping to touch it there : 
When they come, they find it 
diſlodg'd to another Hill , 
after it they run, and purſue it 
from Hill to Hill, and after 
all their pains and ſweat, find 
themſelves as far below it as art 
firſt : So it fares with us. We 
think Happineſs, and true 

Con- 
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Content lies it fome condi- 
tion above us. Thither we 
baſten, hoping we {hall reach 
it there. When we arrive thi- 
ther,, we find, the Happineſs 
we fought for is diſlodg'd, and 
feerns. tous to reſt in a Condi- 
tion above that : But when 
we attain this too, Rill we are 
23 far below Happineſs and 
Satisfaction, as we were in our 
towelt Eſtate. _ 

When we change our out- 
ward Condition, be it to never 
fo great advantage, we donor 
tofſe, but only change our 
Cares. I weare freed from 
the Cares and Crofles of a 
poor and private Life; we 
tall into thofe of a pompous 


and envied Greatnefts, which 


are both more numerous, and 
MOre 
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more oppreſlive. * The 
Man that lies moſt 
compacted, and in 
leaſt compals in the 
World, is like to {cape 
beſt: Whereas the great 
Ones, that take up 
much room, do only 
{hew in how many 
Places, and Concern- 
ments, they are liable 


a 


* Anguſtanaa ſn 
patrementa, ut mms 
ads enjureas fortune 
ſimus exepoſits. Habi- 
liora ſunt corpora un 
bello, que in arma 
ſua contr avi poſſunt , 
quam que ſuperfun- 
duntur, & undique 
magmitindo ſua wul- 
neribus objicit, Sen. 
de tranq. c. 8. * Co- 
gende in ariium res 
ſunt, ut telum in va- 
num cadat. 1d: c. 9. 


to be wounded. lr is 
| not therefore any thing in this 
World that can give you fa- 
tistaction, All the Enjoy- 
ments of it areto the Soul, as 
Wind to the Stomach, they 
may gripe it, but they can ne- 
ver latisiy it, Indeed (o vain 
:hat they ſcarce have 
any other proopt. of (heir Rex- 
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liry, but the pain and torment 


they bring with them. 
Secondly; The World ap- 


pears to be unſatisfactory, in 


' ®"Qavtp 61 eH\ol 
2, 10WTIGVTEs i 7H) 
TAE! ETN C00V QlGe 

ot Fete Foc 
Es yownov tf doxot- 
TS, #, TX 0v &S 
Temen paſaci on, = 
gfy Tepgivsn, TW 
Yo #, TW AeaNio 


OVA MET DEROVTES E= 


euſois* ours of 7 
Pie dvnpleny- 
as 51 FEnugso ths 
us TY Avpaila 
hs Rs 
T& 7) <1 OXTERIO 
T Tg ſucxTal, O- 
AoWiia, Th pnd\Uct- 
oFot, javd\" Enriove- 
oJou Yona Tos 
T%0501 00-975. Plut. 
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that be our Condition 
what ic will, yet ſtill 
we defire change. We 
can no more reſt in an 
high Eftate, than in a 
Low ; but ſtill we de- 
fire ſomething further, 
and ſomething better. 
X As ſick Men toſs to 
and fro, from fide to 
ſide, thinking to find 
eale, by changing their 
poſture ; whereas it is 
not their outward Po- 
fture, but their inward 
Diſtemper, that is the 
cauſe of their reſtleſ(- 
neſs : Sodo weendea- 

your 
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your to change and fhifr Con- 
ditions in the World, and lie 
lometimes in-one poſture, and 
ſometimes in another, but yer 
are reſtleſs in a}l ; for where- 
foe're we tumble, we carry 
our Diſeaſe with us, falſe 
Opinions, and fooliſh Hopes, 
and impotent Defires, and 
fond Delignes, which make + oi &- 
us complain of our preſent exon 
Srate, and wiſh the amend- _- AtAvu= 
ment of that, when nothing #55, *- 


Kavor 5 TSS 
wants Cure but.our ſelves. {4 5s: 


| The Servant thinks he « 5 ia- 
ſhall be a happy Man when > 
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man happy ? No: But he 

ſhall be, when -he hath gor- 
ten ſuch an Eſtate. Is the 
| Rich Man happy ? No: But 
| he ſhall be when he is in- 

veſted with ſuch an Honour 
| and Dignity. Well; Is the 
| Honourable Man happy 2 

No : Unleſs he be Supream. 
| | And thoſe who are Supream, 
| cannot think - themſelves 
compleatly happy, unleſs 
they be Univerſal Monarchs, 
And thole who were ſo, we 
find they could not reſt there, 
| but would needs be adored | 
[ for Gods. Oh whither do | 
the boundleſs Deſires of Men | 
| hurry them ! Nothing in 

this World can put a ftop tro | 


them. | 


Jkt | 
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Ic was a pertinent Diſcourſe 
of (ineas, diſlwading Pyrrbus 
from undertaking a War a- 
oainſt the-Romans : Sir, (ſaich 
he) When you have conquer'd 
them, what will you do next ? 
Thea Sicily is. near at hand, 
and ealy tro maſter. And 
what when you have ſubdued 
Sicily ? Then we'll pals over 
to Africk, and take ( arthage, 


Plutarch. in 


vita Pyrrhi, 


| which cannot Jong withſtand 


us. When theſe are con- 
quer'd, what will be your 


| next attempt ? "Then (laich 


Pyrrhus ) we'll fall in upon 
| Greece, and Macedon, and re- 
cover what we have loſt there. 
Well, when all are ſubdued, 
what Fruic do you expect 
from all your Victories? "Then 
(ſaith he) we'll fic down and 

H enjoy 
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enjoy our ſelves. Sir, (re- 
plies (meas) May we not do it 
now ? Have you not already 
a Kingdom of .your own? 
And he that cannot enjoy him- 
ſelf with a Kingdom, cannot 
with the whole World. Such 
are the Deſigns of Men, and 
ſo we may an{wer them. Moſt 
are projecting how they may 
get ſuch an Eſtate , then how 
they may raiſe themlelves to 
Honour, and think that their 
advancement in both, will 
bring them fatisfa&tion. A- 
las ! This will not do. Their 
delires will ſtill run before 
them : And they may as well 
fir down content vyvhere 
they are, as vvhere they hope 
to be. 


And 


De 
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' And the reaſon of this un- 
{atisfactorineſs in worldly 
things, is becauſe none of 
them are ſo good as the Soul 
is. The Soul, next to Angels, 
is the very Top and Cream of 
the whole Creation, other 
things ate but Dregs and Lees 
compared to it. Now that 
which is our Happineſs, muſt 
be betrer than our ſelves ; for 
it muſt perfe&t us. Bur thele 
chings being far worſe, and in- 
ferior, the Soul in cleaving to 
them, is ſecretly conſcious that 
it abaſerh and diſparageth ir 
{elf ; and therefore cannot find 
true farisfaction. Nothing can 
fill the Soul, but thac which 
eminently contains in it all 
good. But now, as Light is 
only divided , and parcel 'd 
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out among the Stars, but is all 
united in the Sun : So Good- 
neſs is only parcell'd' out a- 
mong the Creatures;this Crea- 
ture hath one ſhare, and that 
another; not any of them 
contains the whole ſum of 
Goodneſs. This 1s proper to 
God only, whois the Author 
and Original of them all, in 
whom all Excellencies and 
Perfe&tions are concentred. 
And therefore in him alone 
can be found rhar reſt and ſa- 
risfaftion which the Soul in 
vain ſeeks for, in any thing be- 


ſides himſelf. 


Thele are the Demonſtra- 
tions of the World's Vanity ; 
which, though they be many, 
and various, yet I doubt not 


but 
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but every Man's particular ex- 
perience may furniſh him 


with divers others. But whar- ; 
ever our Obſervations are, the | 


Uſes we may make of them 
are theſe. 


Firſt ; It ſhould reach us co 
admire and adore the good 
Providence of God to his 
Children, in fo ordering ir, 
that the World ſhould be thus 
vain, and deal {o ill with tholc 
who lerve it. For if it were 
not {o infamous and deceitful 
as It is, if it did nor fru'trate 
and diſappoint our Hopes, and 
pay us with Vexation, when it 

romiſeth Fruition and Con- 
rent : What thinkeſt thou, O 
Chriſtian, would be the end of 
this 2 Would any one think of 
H 3 God, 
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God, or. remember Heaven, 
and the Life to come ? St. 4u- 
ouſtine ſomewhere ſpeaks ex- 
cellently, Turbat me Mundus, & 
Evo eum diligo.;. quid ft non tur- 
baret ? The World troubles and 
moleſts me, and yet 1 love it ; 
IWWhat- if it did not trouble me * 
Certainly, we ſhould fall in- 
co an utter forgetfulneſs of 
God, if we could find any 
true ſatisfaction here, We 
{hould never think of return- 
ing to the Fountain of living 
Waters, if we could find e- 
nough in Ciſterns to quench 
the T hirſt of our Souls, And 
therefore God deals with us, 
as ſome great Perſon would 
do with a diſobedjent Son,thar 
forſakes his Houle, and riots 
among his Tenants : His Fa- 
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ther gives order they ſhould 
treat him ill, affront, and chaſe 
him from them, and all, that he 
might reduce him. "The lame 
doth God, Man 1s his wild 
.and debauch'd Son. He flies 
from the Commands of his 
Father, and cannot endure to 
| live under his ſtrictand ſevere 
Government. Whither goes 
he ? But to the pleaſures of 
the World, and Revels and 
Riots among the Creatures. 
But God —_—_ to recover 
him, and therefore commands 
every Creature to handle him 
roughly. Burn him Fire, toſs 
him Tempelts, and Shipwrack 
his Eſtate;forſake him Friends, 
Deſigns fail him ; Children be 
rebellious to him, as he is to 
me; let his Supports and De- 
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pendances - fink under him, 


his Riches melt away, leave 
him poor, and deſpis'd, and 
deſtitute. Theſe are all God's 
Servants, and muſt obey his 
Will. And to what end is all 
this, but that ſeeing himſelf 
forſaken of all, he may ar 
length, like the beggar'd Pro- 
digal, return again to his Fa- 
ther, 


Secondly , If the Vanity of 
the World be ſuch, and ſo 
reat, it it be only an empty 
Bubble, a ſwelling Nothing, 
lets ſolid than the dream of a 
Shadow ; if it be thus unſui- 
table, uncertain, and unſariſ- 
tactory, asI havedemonſtra- 
ted to you : what grols folly 
then are moſt Men guilty of 


in 
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in ſetting ſo high a price upon 
that which is of no worth nor 
ſubſtance? Though formerly 
we have been ſo much de- 
ceived as to take the World's 
Paint and Varniſh for true 
Beauty, and its Ju" for 
ſubſtanrial Treaſure , yet now 
ſince the Chear is diſcovered, 
fince you have ſeen this falſe 
Pack opened, and nothing but 
counterfeit Wares obtruded 
upon you, your folly will be 
inexcuſable, if after Experi- 
ments and Admonitions, you 
ſhould contribute any longer 
to your own Cheat, and let a 
price upon things which you 
know to be vile and worthlefs. 
The wiſe Man ( as you have 
heard ) ſ{ums:p their whole 
Value, only*in a great Cy- 
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pher, and a great Blot, Yani- 
ty, and Vexation. At what 
price would you rate Vanity, 
which is nothing ? Or Yexa- 
tion, which is worle than no- 

| thing ? 

| And therefore our Saviour, 
Mark 4.9. compares the things 

| of this World to Thorns ; Some 


£ — —_— _——— _— FI 


fell among Thorns: which Thorns 
he interprets to be the Cares of 


| 
| 

| this World, and the deceitfulneſs of 
| Riches, v.19. Now, he were 
| 
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a mad Man, that to aſlwage 
| his Hunger, would attempt to 
| ſwallow a Buſh of Thorns. 
No leſs is the madnels and ex- 
tream folly of molt Men,who 
to ſatisfy the cager Appetite of 
an hungry and indigent Soul, 
gape after the Thorns of this 


World, and chew Thiſtle ; 
which 
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which inſtead of yielding 
them either- Grapes or Figs, 
will only ſerve to pierce them 
through with innumerable 
SOFFOWS. «© Vf 
A Man's Wiſdom or Folly 
is commonty judged by the 
Bargains he'makes. - If he lay 
out that which is very Pre 
cious, to purchaſe whar- is 
of no worth, this we juſtly 
account a fooliſh Bargain. | If 
on the other hand, he purchaſe 
that which is of great Price, 
with ſomething litcle worth, 
we account it a wiſe and thri- 
ving Pargain. Now here we 
may lee the groſs folly of moſt 
Men, Though they are wile 
enough in bartering one part 
of the World for another . yet 
they ſhew themſelves very 
Fools 
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Fools in purchaling any part of | 
theWorld with that whichisno | 
part of ir. The Scripture hath | | 
rold us, That all that is in- the | « 
World, is Honour, Pleaſure, | * 

| | or Profit. While we only l 
| rraffick with theſe for one ano- | x 
ther, we do not amiſs. The 
World is a proper price for | t 
it ſelf. And doubtleſs we may* | « 
lawfully part with ſome | j 
worldly Advantages to pro- | \ 
cure others, But then there are | y 
other things which do not be- | þb 
long to the World under this | { 
Acception : Our Aﬀections, | it 
our C onfciences, our precious | t: 

. and immortal Souls. And theſe | It 
God hath given us to trade | Þ 
vvith for Heaven, and Eternal | is 
Glory. Novy herein lies the | u 
folly of moſt Men, that they | 
purchaſe 
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purchaſe the vile things of this 
World, vvith ſuch an ineſtima- 
ble price, and extravagantly 
outbid themſelves co procure 
Triftes with that which might 
procure them eternal Happi- 
nels. More particularly. 
Firſt , 1s it not extream folly 
to laviſh out precious Aﬀecti- 
ons, upon vile and vain Ob- 
jets? Aﬀecions are the 
Wings of the Soul, without 
which the Soul it ſelf, were 
but a dull and unaQtive Car- 
kaſs. Theſe God hath given 
ic, that it might be able to 
take its flighc co Heaven, and 
lodg it ſelf in his Boſom. 
Now, how unworthy a thing 
| is it, only to flutter to and fro 
upon the ſurface of the Earth, 
toclog and clotter theſe Wings 
with 
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with mire and dirt, which | 
were at firſt made to take ſo 
high, and {onoble a flight ? 
'* The Apoſtle hath com- 
manded 1s to ſet our Affeftions 
on things Above, and not on things 
on the Earth. And indeed, there 
is great realon for it. For the 
two choice AﬀeCtions of the 
Soul are Love, and Joy. Now 
that 1s moit worthy our Love, 
that can return a Joy moſt 
. worthy of us. But the Joy 
* that the World gives,is aſually 
* tumultuous, alway check'd 
with ſome ſecret annoy, and 
ic ends with a dulneſs and 
» damp upon the Spirits. It 1s 
but like the empty F crackling 
of Thorns under a Pot, that for 
the preſent makes a great noiſe 


and blaze, but ſuddenly va- 
niſheth 


ey 
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niſheth all away into ſmoak, 
Whereas an heavenly: Chrifti- 
an feels ſometimes a ponde- 
rous and weighty Joy, a Joy 
ſpringing up in his Soul, al- 
molt intolerable, and altoge- 
ther unutterable, a Joy that 
melts him into extaſte and rap- 
cure. How infinitely doth he 
then diſdain that any Soul 
ſhould be ſo wretchedly for- 
_ tiſh, as to prefer the World 
before, or equalize it with 
God ! He thinks the Happineſs 
he then enjoys ſo great, thar 
alchough he believes it is, yet 
he cannot conceive how it 
ſhould be more, or greater in 
Heaven it ſelf. Then the Soul 
clapsits Wings; it would fain 
take its flight, and be gone: 
it breaths, it pants, it reaches 

after 
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afrer God, and falls into an 
Agony of Joy and Deſire in- 
conceivably mixt together, 
Can the World give us any 
{uch over-powring Joy as this? 
It may afford us Corn and 
Wine, the weak Recruits of 
a frail Life : bur when it hath 
emptied all its Store and A- 
bundance into our Boſoms, it 
is not worthy to be mentioned 
with the Love and Favour of 
God, which is better than Life 
it ſelf. And therefore the 
P/almiſt makes it his Prayer, 
Plal. 4. 6. Lord, lift thou up the 
Light of thy (ountenance upon us : 
Thou haſt put gladneſs in my 
Heart, more than in the time 
that their (orn and Wine encrea- 


fed, 


Joy 
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The Joy of the World re- 
ſembles a Torrent : As upon 
a glut of Rain, you ſhall have 
a Torrent come rolling along 
with Noiſe and Violence, o- 
verflowing its Banks, and 
bearing all before ir; yet it is 
but muddy and impure Wa- 
ter, and 'tis ſoon gone and 
dried up. Such is all the Joy 
this World can give; it makes 
a great noiſe, *tis common] 
immoderate, and {wells be- 
yond its due Bounds, yet Tis 
but a muddy and impure Joy, 
it ſoon rolls away, and leaves 
nothing behind but a drowth 
in the Soul. Now fince the 
World's Joy is but ſuch a poor 
empty thing as this, it is moſt 
groſs folly for us to lay out 


our beſt Love upon that which 
I cannot 
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cannot repay us with the beſt: 
Joy. 


2. Secondy, If the World be 
thus vain, what folly is it to 
lay out our moſt ſerious Cares 
and Contrivances upon it! 
The Cares of worldly Men 
are moſt abſurd and irrational. 
Ask them why they care ? they 

will tell you iris that they may 

live without care : and yet the 
morethey get, the more do 
their Cares ſwarm and en- 
creale about them. To what 
purpoſe do they thus diſquiet 
themſelves? They were as 
g00d make Nets to catch the 

Wind, as lay Plots either to 

obtain, or ſecure a World, 

which is {oſlippery,and ſo full 
of Difappointments, that nei- 
ther 
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ther they who have ic, are ſure 
of keeping ic; nor they who 
have it not, of getting it. We 
may obſerve a kind of coyneſs 
in the World: Thoſe who 
court it moſt, and purſue it 
cloſeſt, oft-times mils of their 
Deſigns, becauſe they over-act 
them. And it is commonly 
ſeen, that thoſe (who as we 
uſe to ſay) have many Irons in 
the Fire, get nothing chereby, 
but only the burning of their 
own Fingers. 

*Tis rrtie, there isa pruden- 
tial and providential Care,thac 
is ſo far from being chargeable 
with folly, that it is neceſſary, 
and a great part of our Duty, 
not.only as we are Men, bur 


as we are * Chriſtians. And +1 Tim.5.$ 


this prudential Care is, when 
I 2 we 
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we do, what lawfully we may 
ro procure the Comforts of 
Life ; and then with all Qui- 
etneſs and Indifterency, ſubmir 
the ſucceſs to God. This is a 
Care of Diligence. But thar 
which is juſtly branded with 
Folly, is a Care of Diffidence, 
which is alway accompanied 
with Torment, Fears, and Di- 
ſtractions about the Succels 
and Iflue, and moſt unrea{o- 
nably vexeth us, for what is 
not 1n our power to determine. 
Such a Care as this uſurps up- 
on God. And certainly it is 
no leſs a Fault to invade God's 
part,than to neglect our own ; 
and a like Folly. The right 
temper a Chriſtian ſhould ob- 
lerve in procuring any world- 
ly Comfort, is to intereſt his 


Judg- 


of the Wozld, 


117 


Judgment in che choice of 
Means, but to keep his Aﬀe- 
&ions diſintereſted and uncon- 
cern'd in the Event. But when 
we are anxious how our De- 
ſigns will ſucceed, we make 
it a Torment to us in getting, 
before we can make ita Com- 
fort to us in enjoying. - 
To what purpoſe then dot 
thou, O worldling, rack thy 
Brains with Contrivances, 
how to fill thy Baggs with 
Treaſure, how to empty them 
out with Advantage 2 When 
thou halt added Heap to 
Heap; of all thy Store thou 
enjoyeſt no more, than what 
thou eateſt, or drinkeſt, or 
weareſt : And of this too thou 
enjoyeſt no more, than wall 


jult ſuffice to ſatisfy thy Hun- 
I 3 ger, 
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ger, to quench thy Thirſt, and 
to fence off the Injuries of the 
Weather : All the reſt turns 
either to Diſeaſes, or Burdens. 
True Reaſon will teach us to 


chule 


* Fortuna, velut tu- 
mica, maAgts Concinna 
quam longa probandas 
quippe etiam ea ſinon 
geſtetur,& trahatur, 
nhilo minis quam la- 
cinia prapendens im- 
pedit & pracipitat. 
Etenim in omnibus ad 
vite munia utendes, 
quicquid aptam m0- 
derationem ſupergre= 
aitur oners potins 
quam uſut exuberat , 


Apul. Apol. 


our Eſtates, as we 
would do our * Gar- 
ments, not thoſe which 
are largeſt, but thoſe 
which are fitteſt for 
us. Vaſt and oyer- 
flowing Eſtates are but 
like huge enormous 
Rudders, that rather 
ſerve to ſink the Ship, 
than ſteer it : Their 
Abundance is uſeleſs, 
and their Exceſs dan- 
gerous. To what end 


therefore is all our care and 
| carking, all our perplexing 
and ſolicitous Thoughts, thoſe 
| parching 
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parching and conſuming Di- 
Rraftions, which: can haſten 
on nothing but our own na- 
tural Decays; to what end 
are they, unleſs it be to con- 
tradi&t our Saviour, and ſhew 
thac we have a Power tomake 


our * black Hairs white * When * Mat.5.36. 


we lay ſubtil and intricate De- 
ſigns, to obtain the things of 
this World, we are but like 
Spiders, that with a great deal 
of Art and Labour, weave a 
curious Cobweb, only to 
catch Flies ; and poſſibly ' Ther 
more of their Bowels in fra- 
ming it, than the Prey they 
catch can again repair. Yea, 
and it may be too, before the 
Prey be caught, both they and 
their Web are {wept down 
cogether, and trod in the Duſt. 

I 4 SO 
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So when we frame Deſigns, 
to get any worldly Advan- 
rage, it is but taking” a great 
deal of pains to- catch a Fly. 
And poſlibly before ic be 
caught,the rude hand of Death 
wraps us about in our Cob- 
web, and ſweeps us down 
into the Grave, | and in that 
very moment, we, 'and all our 
well-laid Projetts periſh toge- 


ther. 


Thirdly , If the World be 
thus vain, What extream and 
prodigious Folly is it, to take 
as much pains to ſecure the 
poor and periſhing Concern- 
ments of it, as would ſuffice 
to {ecure Heaven and Eternal 
Glory, werethey laid out that 
way ? We labour for the 

Bread 
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Bread that periſheth, and we 
periſh with it in our very 
Mouths. About this are our 
Hearts,ourHands,ourStrength, 
our Time employed: vvhere- 
as the great "Things of Eter- 
nity are fo utterly neglected 
by us, as if they vvere none 
of our Concernments to look 
after. Were vve but as labo- 
rious in our Chriſtian Calling, 
as-vve commonly are in our 
Worldly Callings, Salvation 
vvould notlie upon our Hands 
unvvrought ; God and Chriſt, 
and all Heaven vvere ours. 
Who vvould doubr,vvhen they 
{ee Men ſo buly about Imper- 
tinencies, and the trivial Af- 
fairs of this World, bur thar 
they were much more anxious 
about their Souls? Who vyould 
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not conclude, that certainl 
their great Work is alread 
done, that ſhall ſee them ſo 
earneſt and ſolicirous abgut 
petty Matters ? But alas! Ic 
may altoniſh Men and An- 
gels, that rational Creatures, 
vyvho have immortal Souls, 
Souls vvhole endleſs duration, 
muſt abide either in incon- | 
ceivable Miſery or Blils,ſhould 
trifle avvay -. that time and 
ſtrength vvhich might ſecure 
their everlaſting Happinels, 
about thoſe vain Nothings, 
that have neither Happinels in 
them, nor Continuance. Cer- 
tainly, the Service of God is 
not more painful, than the 
drudgery of the World : And 
fureIam, it is far moreclean- 
ly. Thoufhalt not in his Ser- 

vice 
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vice ſet thine Hand to any 
foul Office: Whereas the World 
employs thee balely to rake 
together thick Clay, and load 
thy ſelf vvith it ; and the De- 
vil, yet vvorſe, to rake in the 
mire and filth of all manner 
of Dehlements, vvhich novy 
pollute the Soul, and vvill 
hereafrer damn it. Both theſe 
are moſt grievous Task- 
maſters. Some draw Tniquity 
with Cords of Vanity, and Sin as 
it were with a Cart-rope, Ila. 5. 
18, They areſoenſlaved to 
the Work of the Devil, that 
he puts them into his Team, 
makesthem dravy and ftrain 
for their Iniquities, and doth 
them a Courteſy vvhen their 
Sins come eably. He makes 
them toil and ſyyeart in carry- 


ng 
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ing Faggots to their oyvn Fire, 
and blovving up thoſe Flames, - 
vvhich muſt for ever burn 
them. Others (as the Prophet 
expreſleth it, ab. 2. 13.) la- 
bour in the Fire, and weary them- 
ſelves for very Vanity. They 
rake great pains in the 
VVorld, and meet vvith great 
Diſappointments; for both 
| are ſignified by labouring in the 
Fire, wvhere vvhat they pro- 
duce, cannot be enjoyed, but 
is .conſumed bervveen their 
hands. = 
| Since then you mult take 
| ſo much pains, either for Sin, 
| or Vanity, vvby vvill you not 
be perlvvaded ratherto lay ic | 
out upon that vvhich is ſub- | 
ſtantially good and eternally | 
{o ? God requires not more, 
but 


EE 
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but only other Work from 
you : And the many things that 
Martha was careful abour, 
Religion and Holinels re- 
duceth to the one Thing neceſſa- 
ry; Which though it contains 
many particular Duties under 
it, yet by reaſon of its uni- 
formity and ſubſerviency to 
it ſelf, is leſs diftratting and 
cumberſome. The Wheels 
of a Watch move and click 
as faſt, when it goes falle, as 
when it goes true: andif it 
be bur ſer right at firſt, the 
ſame activity of the Spring 
will ſo. continue it, which 
before made its Motion irre- 
gular. So it is here: The 
lame Activity and Induſtry 
which you irregularly uſe in 
purſuit of the World, would 
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procure Heaven and Glory for 
you, were it that way direCt- 
| ed. Your Cares, your Contri- 
| vances,your Endeavours, need 
be' no more than now they 
| 


. only what before you 
laid out upon the World, 
reſerve now for Heaven. And 
how infinitely reaſonable is 
this! Certainly they are moſt 
ſtupidly fooliſh, char will take 
up Vanity at as deara rate as 
Happinels, and give as much 
for Yexation, as for endleſs 


Joy. 


Fourthly ; If the things of 
-this World be ſo vain, what | 
inexculable Folly is it to part 
with the Peace, or the Purity 
of our Conſciences for them ! 
And yet what more common ? 


If 


by 


are : 
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If Men can get any thing of 
the World at the price of a 
Sin, they think they have made 
a gainful Bargain. And there- 
fore the Devil hath recourſe to 
this, as his moſt prevailing 
Temptation. When he ſet on 
our Saviour in the Wilder- | 
neſs,the laſt Aſſaule was, * 4/* Mat- 4 9- 
theſe things will T give thee, if 
thou wilt fall down and wor- 
ſhip me ; And when this Bar- 
tery could not make a Breach, 
he raiſeth his Siege, as de- 
{pairing of ſucceſs. And this 
is the uſuall temptation by 
which he aflaults others. Ju- 
das comes with his Þ Quid dabi- tMat.26.15 
tz, what will you give me? 
and ſets Chrift, and his own 
Conſcience to ſale, for the in- 
conſiderable ſum of thirty 
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pieces, He demands no more 

than the common Market 

* Exod. 21. Fprice of a Slave (not amount- 
32- . ing toaboveT eight and thirt 

= pray. killings) for he Lad of Life 

the common and Glory: And thinks his 
veket to wr ey. 4 hes he ates 

15 pence of Bargain lo good, that he gives 

er Horny, himlelft to the Devil for Van- 

rage. This is the very Root 

of all that Injuſtice, and Ra- 

pine, and Oppreſſion, and 

Violence that is to be found 

among Men. They all ſtrive 

and tug, who {hall get moſt 

of this Farth from one ano- 

ther; and loſe Heaven, and 

their own Conſciences in the 

{cuffle. This is it that makes 

Men fo oft ſhift their Sails, 

that they may run before eve- 

ry Wind that blows. If times 

grow rough and tempeſtuous, 

and 
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and they muſt throw over- 
board, either their Gain, or 
their Godlinels , this perlwades 
_ them to make {hipwrack of 
Faith and a good Conlcience, 
only that they may bear up 
in this World, though they 
{ink hereafier.. Now, what 
deplorable Folly is this! When 
thy Conſcience is diſquieted 
with the tormienting review of 
aſt Crimes, what will all thy 
11]-gotten Wealth avail thee ? 
Thou wilt then with extream 
horror caſt thy Eyes upon all 
thy Treaſures of Wicked- 
nels, when Conſcience ſhall 
tell thee , Thou haſt not 
only treaſur'd up them, but 


Wrath r00 againſt the Day of 


Wrath. 
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Fifthly; What deſperate 
Folly is it to purchaſe a vain 
World, with the loſs of our 
precious Souls! So our Savi- 
our, Math. 16.26, What is a 
Man profited if be ſhall gain the 
whole World, and loſe his own 
Soul ;- or what ſhall a an give 
in exchange for his Soul? O 
think what great loſers they 
muſt needs be, who loſe their 
Souls, to gain the World, 
and muſt ar laſt loſe the 
World too, together with 
their Souls! This is the on- 
ly thing that damns Men, 
that they prefer the Pleaſures, 
Honours, Profits, and pitiful 
Nothings of this World, be- 
fore their precious and Immor- 
tal Souls, which are more 

worth 
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worth than ten thouſand 
Worlds. What is this but a 
ſtupidiry as groſs as that of 
the old Heathens, to make a 
vile VVorm our God, and fa- 
crifice an Ox to it ; or a Mon- 
KÞr our God, and facrifice a 
Man to ic 2 Think how dread- 
ful and grating will be the re- 
flexions of VVorldlings in 
Hell, to conſider that there 
they muſt lie and burn to E- 
rernity, for their inordinate 
\ lJoveto that V Vorld, of which 
they bave nothing, left them, 
beſides the bitter remem- 
brance. VVhar will it then 
avail them that they have lived 
here in Eaſe and Delights, 
when all their Mirth {hall be 
rurned into Groans and Howl- 
ings? VVhat will all their 
K 2 Trea- 
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Treaſures and Riches avail 
them, when theſe ſhall be 
melted down about them, to 
encreaſe their torment ? Be- 
lieve it, *tis {ad to be left to 
the conviction of that Day, 
when the Vanity of Earth 
{hall appear in the Torments 
of Hell. Be perſwaded there- 
fore, as you have renounced 
itin all its Pomps and Vani- 
ties, when you gaveup your 
Names to Chriſtianity, ſo to 
renounce it likewiſe in your 
Lives ; habicually,ac all times, 
| | by fitting looſe from ic, and 
living aboveit; and actually, 
whenloever God calls for any 
of your temporal Enjoyments, 
that is, when you cannot keep 
them without wounding your 
Conſciences, and hazarding 
your Souls,  Thirdy; 


Ce 


of the-Wo:1d. 


I ET Ms, 


Thirdly ; Another Uſe may 
be this, If the V Vorld be thus 
vain and empty, why then 
ſhould we pride our {elves in, 
or prize our ſelves by any 
poor enjoyments of it? How 
fooli{h is it to account thy ſelf 
a better Man than another, on- 
ly becauſe thy Dunghil is a lit- 
tle bigger than his! Thelethings 
are not at all to be reckon- 
ed into the value and worth 


of a Man: they are all with- | 


out thee, and concern thee no 
more than fine Cloaths do the 
health or ſtrength of the Body. 
'Tis VVealth indeed that 
makes all the noiſe and buſtle 
in the VVorld, and challeng- 
eth alt the reſpe&t and honour 
to it ſelf, and the ignorant 
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with Pop and Bravery, pay 
it with a ſtupid and aſtoniſh'd 
Reverence. Yet know, that 
it is but thy Silks and Velver, 
thy Lands, or thy Retinue and 


Servants ; they venerate, not 


thee :, and if rhou think'ſt o- 
therwiſe, thou art as juſtly 
ridiculous, as that Aſs in the 
Apologue, that grew very 
oravely proud, and tock ſtare 
when the People fell proſtrate 
before him, adoring not him, 
Hut the Idol he carried. 

Thoſe things which belong 
co the perfection of a Man, 
are all within him: Knowledg, 
and Wildom, and Tempe- 
rance, a ſerene Mind, and 
calm Aﬀections, an inflexible 
Vertue, and a Soul conſtant 

and 
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and true to it felf in all Occur- 
rences. Give me ſuch an one 
that can ſtand firm and unſha- 
ken upon his own Baſis, when 
the whole World totters ; that 
knows what is juſt and honeſt, 
and dares doit ; that is maſter 
of his own Paſſions, and icorns 
to be a Slave to another's , 
ſuch an one in his Rags and 
Poverty, is a far better Man 
than thole gay things, who 
owe all their Parts, and Wil- 
dom, and Vertue, to their 
Rentals, and whole Tenants 


and Stewards bring them in 


the yearly Revenue of their 
Reputation. But then ſup- 
pole this excellent Perſon in- 
dowed with Divine Grace, 
and the true Fear and Love of 
God, and this will exalt him 

K 4 above 
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themſelves are above the vileſ(t 
of Beaſts. Solomon tells' us, 
Prov. 10. 20. That the Heart 
.of the Wicked i little worth , it 
is of no price nor value: And 
{hall his Eſtate be, when his 
Heart is not? Indeed nothing 
makes us rich as Men, but Wiſ- 
dom and Vertue ; nor as Chri- 
{tians, bur Piety and Holinels. 
And in thele which are the 
only © true and ſubſtantial 
Riches, the pooreſt Chriſtian 
may vie. ſtakes with all the 
World. Drop millions of 
Gold, boundleſs Revenues,am- 
ple Territories, Crowns and 
Scepters, and a poor contemp- 
tible Chriſtian lays his one 
God againſt all theſe and beg- 
gars them, Fourthly ; 
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Fourthly ; 1 the World and 4 
all the Enjoyments of it be * 144g. 
; . _ , I 
thus vain, * this ſhould fortify * + _ 
, ; T EIS TI is 
us againſt the fear of Death, i, 
which can deprive us of no- 5« »Eic- 
thing but what is both vain and 7 * 77.0 
vexatious. Gr mie 
; &« <F i (Fo 4 a% &h, 
Anton. 1. 9g. S. 3. Amatis mers abducit, non a bois, 
wverum ſt querimus. Hoc quidem a Cyrenaico Hegtſius 
ſc copioſe diſputatur, ut ts 4 rege Ptolimeo prohibits 
eſſe aicatur illa in ſcholts dicere, quod mult bis audtis. 


mortem ſbi apſs conſciſcerent. Cic. Tuſ, quelt. }, 1, 


Life is nothing elſe bur an 
huddle of Buſineſs, a great 
{warm of Employments, that 
have more ſtings in them, than 
Hony. If we begrear, we are 
but the larger Hives for Cares. 
If honourable, we are but rai- 
{ed above others to be the 
more weather-beaten, An 


high 
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high degree in this World, 
doth but ſhelter other Mens 
Cares under our Wings, and 
adopt other Mens Troubles, 
as a wretched ſupplement to 
our own. If our Eſtate be 
mean and low ; as it expoſeth 
us to Contempt and Injuries, 
ſo it engageth us to reſcue our 
{elves = the preſſures of 
Poverty by our own {weat and 
induſtry. Thole few things 
that are neceſſary ro a com- 
fortable ſubſiſtence in the 
World, will yet coſt us care 
and labour, an aking Heart, 
and a weary Hand; and this 
turns our Bread into Stones, 
and our Fiſh into Scorpions. 
If we have too much Buſineſs 
in the World, our Callings 
become a Burden or 'Tempra- 

tion 
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tion to us: Andift we have 
none, we become a Burden 
'to our ſelves and to others. 
God hath written Vanity and 
Vexation upon every Condi- 
tion, and if his Providence 
create not Troubles for us, yer 
our own Folly will. Thus 
hath Man made himlſelf a 
Slave and Drudg to theWorld, 
over which God hath made 
him Lord. 

Why then ſhould Death be 
{o terrible, which comes only 
to eale us of our burden, to 
ſtroak the {ſweat from our 
Brows, and to give us a pro- 
found reſt from all our La- 
bours in the Bed of the Grave? 
There (as Job ſaith) che weary Job 3. 17: 
be at reſt , and all Cares and 
Troubles vaniſh, as ſoon as 

our 
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our Heads touch that Pillow. 
There # no: Work nor Device in 
the Grave whither we are going ; 
but a deep Repole, a Aw 
Retirement, where none of 
the Vexations of this Life 
{hall ever find us, 

And as it frees us from all 
the Cares, ſo from all the Sor- 
rows of this World. VVhat 
is our Life but a Bubble 2 Our 
Sighs are the Air, and our 
Tears the Water that make it. 
The firft poſleſflion that we 
take of this World, is by cry- 
ing: And there is nothing in 
it that we hold by a lurer te- 
nure than our Griefs, Tears 
are the Inheritance of our 
Eyes, either our Sins call for 
them or our Sufferings, and 
nothing can dry them up = 

tne 
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the Duſt of the Grave. Some- 
times we loſe a Friend, or near 
Relation; the Tribute we 
owe their Memory mult be 
paid down in Tears. Some- 
times their ungodly Practices 
torment us, when by their 
Lewdneſs and Debaucheries 
they are loſt both to their own 
Intereſts, and our Hopes. 
Sometimes compaſiion of other 
Mens Sufferings,afte&ts us with 
a tender Sorrow ; and as if we 
had not grief enough ſpring- 
ing up out of our own Bow- 
els, we call in forreign Suc- 
cours to augment the Score. 
And many times tedious and 
lingring Sicknelles waſte us, 
grinding Pains rack and tor- 
ture us, which were far the 
more intolerable, bur chat they 


haſten 
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haſten on that Death, that purs 
an end and period to all a 
Chriſtian's Miſeries. We are 
not concerned in-the Grave, 
at the loſs of ſome Friends, 
nor the evil Courſes of others: 
What Calamities befal the 
World, or thoſe whom we 
loved deareſt in it. There it 
rroubles us not, though Pre- 
ferment go by the meric 
of Flattery and Baſeneſs, while 
the generous and gallant Soul, 
ftarves through the mere rigor 
of his Vertue. Ir concerns us 
nothing what ſtinking Breath 
blaſts our good Name ; or 
what unworthy Foot treads 
upon our Grave. Here a lit- 
tle pain moleſts us; but there 
whole Limbs rot, and fall off, 
and crumble into Duſt, with- 

Out 
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out at all diſturbing that quier 
reſt, that buries all the Cares 
aad Sorrows of this Life in {1- 
lence and oblivion. Where 
then is the dreadfulneſs of 
Death, which only frees us 
from the Troubles and Croſfles 
of a wretched Life ? Ir is un- 
reaſonable to complain of that 
Change, which delivers us 
from a World, of which we 
are ſtill complaining: And it 
is childiſh to quarrel ar thar 
Hand which undrefles vs, 
and ftrips off our unealy 
Garments, only to lay us to 


ſleep. 


Laſtly ; If the World be fo 
vain and empty, we may learn 
to be well contented with our 
preſent State and Condition, 

| what- 


144 Lhe Uanity 


whatloever it be. It hath 

been fully demonſtrated, that 

there can be no compleat Sa- 
tisfaCtion in any Eſtate : And 

why then ſhould we delire 
change ? The great ground of | 

—  Diſcontent, is not our Wants, 

= JO} bur our Deſires. * 'There is 
78 dreſraix ICarce any condition in the 
Clem. Alex. World ſo low, but may fatil- 
ny FAR ty our Wants : And there is 
re poteſt di- no Condition lo high, as can 
wt .pnrs {atify our Deſires. If we 
Oud acer live according to the Law of 
?nfranis g1o- Nature and Reaſon, we ſhall 
1a frees never be poor ; but if we 
live according to fond O- 

pinion and Phancy, we ſhall 

never be rich. That which 

we have, be it never ſo little, 

is full as ſatisfactory as that 


which we hope for,be it never 
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ſo lictle, is full as ſatisfatory 
 agthat which we hope for, be 
it neverſ{o- great. For Vanity, 
and Vexation of Spirit, "is paſt 
upon all that 1s in the World, 
-whether ir bemoce or leſs. 
thou mayeſt well bear a nar- 
vow flint in the things of this 
World. It God reduce thee 
to a morſch of Bread,anda cup 
of-Water, ut 1s. enough: 'This 
will ſuffice (to: bear thy Char- 
es toHeaven; or if this too 
ſhowld fail, cy Journey will 
onlybe the ſhorter. Poſhbly 
God keeps thee ſhort in Vani- 
ties, that 'he might beſtow 
upon thee that which is afolid 
and ſubftantial Good. The 
Pfalmft iclls ws, Pſalm. 68. 9. 
that God daily loads us with his 
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(every, one hach! bis 'Eoad; as 
qc as he:gar.cary; .Every 
Velo/cannot bear: up withyia 
like.Stal 5 andrdhavefore' God, 
to.Ubeg 216) from>overſatting, 
puts oatoimioh d&will: | 
brings ro Heaven, oub _ 
red-Part,. 2 De) 1t- nt 
Lebing; therefore. aſl theſe 
Cares ani Burdens upon hin/ioho 
* Pl.55.22. hath Fy. promifide 00 = ſuſtain! 'na, 
and wm the fixcamiob? our 
\ Defires:Heavenwatrd, :where 
alone we .can--:find. 1 pena» 
"onal 8 \ 1nent/\and{atisfattory 
£03 rea Good, 4 Walk hum: 
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c6tftant-in- the: 'EXer- mxuTh TvUſouvov Gs 
cile of Grace, and the {24s Jie 
performance of Duty : Twi 2, -1935 
Theſe are the only 9... *=! 992 

. | CUYE= 
things exempted from -myas, mpiza 
Vanity and Vexation . Cuynoztt 0, mol To- 
in theſe alone can the Tron 7c 
Soul find true Reſt and 5. 22. : 
Contentment. And 
therefore Solomon, after he had . 
pierc'd and ſearch'd through 
all the World,” and pronoun- 
ced Riches, Strength, Beauty, 
Wiſdom, Learning, and all 
to be Vanity, and Vexation of 
Spirit ; he reſts himſelf in the 
Cloſe, and tells us, (hap- 
ter 12.13. Let us hear the Con- 
clufion of the whole Matter : 
Fear God, ana keep his (om- 
mandments, for this # the whole 
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